
Introducing, the book of Galatians

The churches in Galatia were established by the apostle Paul. Deep spiritual 
and emotional ties bound him to his converts; he felt a huge responsibility for - 
them. He said he experienced the labor pangs of childbirth until Christ be formed 
in them (4:19).

Paul had good reason for concern regarding the. Galatian churches. After he 
had left the area, the Judaizers came in to influence those young Christians. They 
charged that Paul was not a true apostle and that his message was incomplete. They 
preached that Gentiles had to conform to Jewish laws and rituals in order to be 
authentic believers. Such teaching struck at the very foundation of Christianity.

The apostle Paul, to combat that perversion, wrote the Galatian letter to 
emphasize again the nature of the gospel. Boiled down, it is this: God gives 
salvation because of His great grace. Justification is by faith alone and not as a 
result of human works. The good news is Christ alone - plus nothing else - grants 
one the right to be called a child of God. Since all become citizens of the kingdom 
in the same way, that is by trusting Christ, there are no second-class citizens.

The book of Galatians may be outlined like this:
1:1-5 The Greeting
1:6-10 The Statement of the Problem
1:11-2:21 The Defense of Paul's Apostleship and the Message
3:1-4:31 The Argument Against Legalism
5:1-6:18 The Effect of Liberty

Paul's tone in addressing the Galatians was direct and somewhat severe. Paul 
focused on the problem with words straight from his heart. No commendation, 
thanksgiving, or request for prayer appears here as it does in his other letters.



June 1, read Galatians 1

Any Christian with a startling past generally has no difficulty finding a 
platform for sharing his testimony. One can become a star on the Christian 
speakers' circuit by telling of his miserable pre-conversion days and of his path to 
forgiveness.

Paul ranks right up there with the worst of them for savagery and violence 
before his experience with Christ. When Paul presented his spiritual biography to 
the Galatians, however, it was not for their entertainment or inspiration. He was 
engaging in battle with his detractors in defense of his apostleship and for his 
readers' allegiance to the very core of the gospel message.

Paul saw himself as a person of destiny. He knew God hadn't become 
involved with him just at the point of his conversion. He was convinced that the 
Lord had set him apart from the beginning of his life. In that he stood in league 
with other biblical greats. Isaiah believed God had formed him from the womb to 
be His servant (49:1, 5). Jeremiah heard the Lord declare that He had consecrated 
him before birth (1:4, 5).

Each of us is a person with a divine purpose. Jesus Christ knew about us 
before we first breathed. He understood all we would face and recognized each of 
our weaknesses and strengths. He had and has a plan for our lives. As we cooperate 
with Him, we experience the joyful fulfillment of our destiny.

When, under God, we comprehend who we are and manifest why we are 
here, we bless others. Like Paul we can rejoice that others praise God because of 
us.

Think: Consider your past, present and future as a person of divine destiny. 
Can you think of some changes Christ has made in your attitudes and actions
as you've focused on His purpose?

Pray: Lord, I pray that the way I live my life may cause others to glorify You.



June 2, read Galatians 2

Fourteen years after Paul came to faith in Christ, he, Barnabas and Titus 
went to Jerusalem in response to a revelation. (See Acts 11:27-30 for the nature and 
result of that revelation.) While in the city, Paul discussed his message with the 
church's leaders to ascertain their response. His concern was that, lacking 
agreement with him, they would try to undo what he had accomplished among the 
Gentiles. In fact, the Judaizers later did attempt that in spite of the endorsement of 
Paul's theology by Peter, James and John.

The early church leaders and Paul expressed one faith in one God and in His 
Son. Though holding to the same gospel, they recognized a difference in ministries. 
Paul was called to serve Gentiles; Peter, to preach to Jews. Both outreaches were 
good and right.

Now that harmony in belief soured on a later occasion when Peter lacked the 
moral courage to act on his convictions. Faced with fanatical Jewish legalists, he 
capitulated. Not to humiliate a brother but to vindicate his apostleship and the 
doctrine of justification by faith, Paul rebuked Peter.

We can appreciate Peter's dilemma. Some in our day judge our salvation or 
spiritual depth by our church affiliation, by which gifts we possess or by our 
lifestyle. It takes great bravery and wisdom not to offend the weak consciences of 
others while rejecting their lists of do's and don'ts as crucial to birth and maturity in 
God's family.

Think: Paul told the Corinthians not to offend the weaker brother's 
conscience (I Corinthians 8-10). Why then couldn't Paul agree with Peter's 
compromise? What
does this say to you about respecting another's convictions without diluting 
the essence of the gospel?

Pray: Lord, give me wisdom to distinguish between major and minor 
differences in Christian doctrine and practice.



June 3, read Galatians 3

In a widely used survey, the question was asked, "How in your opinion does 
one become a Christian?" Few replied that one becomes related to God through 
faith in Jesus Christ. The majority of responses ranged from not being born Jewish 
to keeping the Ten Commandments and/or the Golden Rule. Evidently human 
pride abhors the idea that one can do nothing to inherit salvation. Yet Scripture 
states that belief in Christ alone saves us.

Only through faith can any receive God's righteousness; however, in the 
absence of faith, law is better than lawlessness. So mankind was in the custody of 
the law until the coming of Messiah. Law defined sin, checked people, reined them 
in and taught them that they needed something more since they could not obey its 
letter, let alone its spirit.

The law had power to condemn as worthy of death but no power to impart 
life. It gave a person the ability to know the right without the ability to conform to 
the right. It wasn't bad; it was good for what it was intended.

Knowing all this, why do we, like the Galatians, become easily bewitched 
with the idea that our spiritual lives depend on our efforts, our intelligence, our 
feelings? We make impotent lists of rules and regulations and determine to follow 
them if it kills us. In the process, we lose sight of the mighty indwelling, lifegiving, 
fruit-producing Spirit of God who alone can make us what we ought to be. Like the 
patriarch, we spiritual children of Abraham live and grow by trusting the Lord.

Think: Are you depending on your faith in Christ alone, your faith plus good 
works or your good works alone to insure your salvation and spiritual 
growth?

Pray: Lord, nothing in my hands I bring. Simply to Your cross I cling.



June 4, read Galatians 4

Abraham fathered two sons, Isaac by the free woman and Ishmael by the 
slave. Paul saw an allegory in that. Ishmael stands for slaves to the dictates and 
condemnation of the law. Isaac represents those freed from the guilt and penalty of 
sin through faith in Jesus Christ. Only Isaac inherited the birthright and lived in his 
father's house forever.

The Galatians had a choice and so do we. We may be children of God as was 
Isaac or slaves of the law as was Ishmael. On the one side, the law is rigid, 
demanding and punishing. Its slaves cower in fear and act out of energy-sapping 
duty. They never measure up to its standards; they feel inadequate; they are 
doomed. On the other hand, the heavenly Father is holy, forgiving, fair and loving. 
He will adopt those permitting it; He wants to be their "Abba" or Daddy.

Think of it! The Creator of the universe desires a family relationship with us. 
Since He is a good Parent, He elicits joy, trust, love and obedience from His 
children. He provides for them and protects them. He grants them eternal life. He 
may be Judge, but He judges as a forgiving Father. He may be King, but He rules 
with merciful fairness. He may be Law-giver, but He remembers the weakness of 
His children.

J. I. Packer in Knowing God explained that, while justification may be the 
primary and fundamental blessing of believers, adoption is the highest blessing. He 
says, "To be right with God the judge is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for 
by God the father is a greater."

Think: Why would anybody choose to be a slave rather than a son or 
daughter?

Pray: Lord, I'm so glad to be Your child.



June 5, read Galatians 5

Talking about grace and freedom from law makes some nervous. "I believe 
in Christian liberty, BUT ...," expresses their anxiety that people will assume the 
license to sin. Paul assured us the one justified by faith will not live for the devil.

The Scripture's encouraging promise is, "Walk by the Spirit and you will not 
carry out the desires of the flesh." The deeds of the flesh overruled by God's Spirit 
include immorality, jealousy and angry outbursts among others. Long lists of rules 
cannot eradicate such ungodly behavior.

How then may one hope to gain unconditional love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control? By appreciating the 
Holy Spirit's living within him and warring against his old sin nature. Because of 
that opposition, the-believer can't glibly sin without an internal sin-alarm sounding 
off. The Holy Spirit points out the need for a deliberate, conscious choice: Satan's 
way or Christ's way. The Spirit never gives one permission to do wrong.

Isn't that law? Yes and no. No, .it is not the external, powerless-to-help, 
wrongly-motivated, fleshproduced command. Yes, it is the law of life in Christ 
Jesus which is internal, powerful, love-motivated and Spirit-produced. Both results 
may look the same but the differences are: trying vs. trusting, perishable vs. 
eternal, depleting vs. invigorating and self-exalting vs. Godglorifying.

A. W. Tozer said it well, "The will of God is freedom, the will of God is as 
broad as the air to the sparrow, ... as big and boundless as the oceans to the 
minnow." Those who have enjoyed the benevolence of Christ's rule would never 
exchange this freedom for Satan's bondage.

Think: Why does life lived in the Spirit stop boasting, challenging and envying 
(Galatians 5:26)?

Pray: Lord, I trust You to produce Your fruit in my life.



June 6, read Galatians 6

We are our brother's and sister's keeper. When we see a fellow believer 
sinning, our duty is to help restore him. In the process, our attitude should be one 
of gentleness and sympathy, because we realize we are not above falling into error. 
Let the one who loves to set others straight remember the qualifications. Much 
harm can result-when one is proud, harsh and holier-thanthou in pointing out 
another's sin.

Living by the Spirit causes us to bear one another's burdens. We are out of 
line to assume that we don't need others and that they should make no demands on 
us. Love is not so much a feeling but caring enough to act responsibly toward 
others. So we help one another carry the loads we each bear. But...

"Each one shall bear his own burden." Others may come to our aid, but we 
can't forget our burdens are our burdens. God permits trials and problems to every 
person. Each one answers to the Lord for the way he manages that load. He can't 
foist on somebody else the blame for his handling of the tough stuff of his life.

As we bear one another's burdens, we must realize there is only so much any 
one of us can do for another. We can help another find employment; we can't make 
him work. We can encourage another to adopt healthful habits, we can't make him 
follow our advice. We can tell others about Christ's salvation; we cannot accept the 
Savior for them. As Christians, we must do what we can to aid believers while 
recognizing our personal limitations to change them.

Think: Do your friends have burdens you might help bear?

Pray: Lord, give me the love to reach out to help others and the humility not 
to try to play God in their lives by expecting to change them.
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