
Introducing the book of Matthew

We know little about the man who wrote the first book of the New 
Testament. He was called Matthew or Levi. A tax collector or publican, he became 
one of the apostles (Matthew 9:9, 10:3). After Luke's listing of the Twelve in Acts 
1:13, we hear nothing more of him.

The writings of the early church fathers credit Matthew with this Gospel. 
Eusebius (c 325 A.D.) quotes Papas (c .100 A.D.) to the effect that Matthew 
penned an account of the life of Christ. One hundred fifty years before Eusebius, 
lranaeus declared, "Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in 
their own dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome,”

On the face of this scholars propose that Matthew first composed his book in 
Aramaic for Jews and later made a Greek edition for Gentiles. This happened 
during Nero's rule which was, before 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was destroyed by 
Roman armies.

Much of the material found in thisGospel is also included in Mark and Luke; 
however, Levi recounted 10 parables and three miracles not related elsewhere. We 
are also indebted to Matthew for fuller information surrounding the-Christmas 
account. The book contains large passages of Jesus' teachings; in fact, 60 percent 
of the book consists of His discourses.

Matthew, alone of the Gospel recorders, used the term "the kingdom of 
heaven" (33 times).  His work has been called The Gospel of the King because of 
its emphasis on Jesus as the inheritor of the royal line of David. The Man from 
Nazareth is revealed as the fulfiller of the Messianic prophecies of the Old 
Testament.
 To find the structure of the book, consider the period of Jesus' rise to 
popularity (4:17-16:20) and the period of His decline in the public's opinion 
(16:21ff). While Matthew amply validated Jesus' claims to be the Christ, he also 
showed that many repudiated those claims and few became His disciples.



July 1, read Matthew 1

To begin a book with a long list of names may not seem an auspicious start 
to us, but we must remember that to the Jews the pedigree of the Messiah was 
important. He had to be a descendant of David. So, Matthew presented a 
geneology from Abraham to Jesus; Luke 3 commenced with Jesus and went 
backwards to Adam. Scholars suggest Matthew presented Jesus' legal right to 
David's throne through Joseph (legal guardian though not father), while Luke 
showed that Jesus' bloodline through His mother also went back to David. Jesus of 
Nazareth rightfully claimed Israel's throne.

Geneologies are far from being boring as we discover in this abridged 
edition (some names were omitted).  For example, note the unusual inclusion of 
women (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba). Of these, we find one acted like a 
harlot, one in fact was a prostitute, another was an adulteress and one was born a 
pagan. Perhaps such ancestors were fitting for One who came to redeem evil 
humanity by taking on Himself the sins of the world. Such is the nature of grace; 
God richly blesses the least deserving.

We are also intrigued by the last grouping, in the geneology (verses 12-16). 
It's amazing the Jews, let alone such a complete registry of family births, survived 
the Babylonian captivity. But God had promised a Deliverer, a root of Jesse 
(David's father), and He preserved not only the line but the records. Into this family 
of real humans was born a Son to two flesh-andblood people.

Matthew revealed a righteous man who would have kindly divorced his 
wife-to-be rather than have her stoned. But, because of a vision, Joseph married 
Mary though he preserved her virginity until after Jesus' birth (verses 18-25).

Think: Like Jesus, you may have some skeletons in your closet, but God wants 
to include you on His family tree.

Pray: Lord, thanks for making me a member of Your family.



July 2, read Matthew 2 
 

The birth of Jesus is an historical fact linked to the real geography of 
Bethlehem and a king named Herod. Because several calendars have been 
designed and used in the last 2,000 years, it is difficult to pinpoint an exact date; 
but some scholars have suggested spring of 7 or 6 B. C. 

Matthew alone recorded the star and the visit of the Magi. Apparently 
nobody else witnessed the star; at least Scripture gives no other account of its 
sighting. Was the star a meteor, comet, nova, unusual grouping of planets or a 
miracle beyond explanation? Whether these Persians or Babylonians saw rare 
conjunctions or events in Pisces (astrologically the House of the Hebrews) or knew 
Daniel's prophecy of a Jewish king in "70 weeks," we can only speculate. 

Whatever prompted their trip, an entourage large enough to arouse a city - 
certainly not just three wisemen - arrived in Jerusalem looking for the King of the 
Jews (verses 1, 2). Jewish prophecy led the Magi on to Bethlehem to a house (not a 
stable) where Jesus was perhaps a toddler rather than an infant (verse 11). 

Again and again, Matthew stated that certain events in Jesus' life fulfilled 
Old Testament prophecy (verses 6, 18, 23). As we noted in our study of Isaiah, 
prophecy often had a near and a distant fulfillment. For example, Jeremiah 
predicted Rachael would weep for her children because of the Chaldean captivity 
of Judah, and she did. Judea also wept for her children almost 600 years later when 
Herod had them killed to protect his throne (verses 16-18). 

We should not fail to realizee how being Jesus' parents complicated life and 
inconvenienced Joseph and Mary. Ease and comfort are not the sign that one is in 
God's will; nor do hardship and problems mean one is out of line with the divine 
plan for his life. 
 
Think: The Magi worshipped Jesus and gave Him gifts. Is that your response 
to Him? 
 
Pray: Lord, I would worship You and do Your will even when to do so 
inconveniences me. 
 



July 3, read Matthew 3

In Jesus' time, before VIPs made a trip, forerunners went ahead of them 
making advance preparation. John the Baptist was the forerunner of Christ, making 
ready the way and straightening the paths preceding His ministry (verses 1-3).

John's message was, "Repent!" Only the repentant whose own "goodness" 
was abhorrent to them could or would accept the Messiah. It is little wonder that 
many of John's disciples later attached to Jesus, for they were men with hearts 
made tender and teachable as a result of confessing their insufficiency under the 
Baptist's ministry.

People came from all over to be baptized as a sign of their repentance. Even 
the Pharisees and Sadducees hurried to the Jordan River. They couldn't- have their 
congregations being more involved in religion than they! I can just hear them 
saying, "Yes, we attended the Baptist's conference. In our opinion, the results don't 
last. His preaching is too simplistic, obviously due to his lack of seminary training. 
He's okay to a point, but don't go overboard on this sin and repentance business."

John discerned their get-on-the-bandwagon motivation and declared that the 
proof of true repentance is the fruit of the life (verses 7-9). A halfhearted 
confession of sin or a reliance on self-righteousness would not produce fruit. The 
Coming One would know the wheat (fruit) from the chaff, and He would destroy 
the chaff-like unrepentant and self-satisfied (verse 12).

In contrast to the critical leaders and the judgmental John, Jesus came to be 
baptized, having "an attitude of solidarity with the sinful rather than assuming the 
position of critic and judge" (Dr. A. B. Bruce). He identified with sinners to save 
them.

Think: When we sinners identify with the beloved Son, we then become 
children pleasing to the Father (verse 17).

Pray: Lord, does my life give evidence of true repentance?



July 4, read Matthew 4

When? Then (after the baptism). Who? Jesus. What? Was lead. How? By the 
Spirit. Where? Into the wilderness. Why? To be tempted by the devil. Note those 
facts. God Himself led His Son into the wilderness for the purpose of being 
tempted. "Let no one say when he is tempted, `I am being tempted by God;' for :.. 
He Himself does not tempt any one" (James 1:13). On the other hand, let us not 
lose sight of the truth that a sovereign God permits His children to be tested to 
produce enduring, strong faith (James 1:3). In our testing, we are comforted to 
know we have a sympathetic Friend who knows what it's like to be tempted and 
gives us grace in our time of need (Hebrews 4:15, 16).

Notice that after the 40 day fast, Satan approached Jesus. (verses 2, 3). His 
royal lowness seldom attacks us when we are on a spiritual high, but waits until 
we're in a valley to mount an assault. He knows our vulnerabilities.

Understand that Satan came spouting Scripture. He, to this day, promotes 
confusion and error by quoting Bible passages out of context. Our Lord's best 
defense was His knowledge of the whole counsel of God; therefore, He could 
contradict the adversary by "it is written" (verses 4, 7, 10). Even now the Word is 
our best offense against temptations to power, pride, worry, guilt and the like 
(Ephesians 6:17).

Satan would have given Jesus a measly earth with its kingdoms; the 
Heavenly Father wanted to present His Son with the universe and total dominion 
over it. Jesus didn't settle for the good when God wanted to give Him the best, 
even though the best meant enduring crucifixion. He didn't, however, chase the 
cross like a wild-eyed zealot. Since things were hot in Judea, He strategically 
withdrew to Galilee and focused His ministry there (verses 12-25).

Think: "If God calls you to be a missionary, don't stoop to be 
President" (author unknown).

Pray: Lord, forgive me for often settling for less than the best. Your Word 
promises me.



July 5, read Matthew 5:1-16

Matthew 5, 6 and 7 is called the Sermon on the Mount. Some have argued 
that this message is primarily intended for the Jews; others have said, for the 
Gentiles; and others, the church. Since it epitomizes the whole of Christ's 
teachings, it is practical and applicable to all. It is the way of blessedness or 
enviable happiness.

Our Lord gave nine short statements about the way to find blessing. These 
are called the Beatitudes. Commenting on their meaning, Knofel Staton wrote, 
"Jesus said that a Christian is a floating buoy .... He has new material inside which 
enables him to `float' no matter what the external circumstances are .... The 
Christian has `divine air' living inside of him, the very `breath' of God - the Holy 
Spirit . . . and cannot be sunk .... The Christian will come surfacing to the 
top" (from Check Your Character).

Normally we don't think of the poor, gentle, powerless or meek as fortunate. 
We don't predict success for them. It's the pushy, the aggressive and the wheeler-
dealers who seem to get ahead. The heart of this matter has to do with where you 
want to succeed - in the kingdom of God or in the world system. As Matthew 7:24 
and 19:24 point out, it is exceedingly difficult to gain victory in both spheres at the 
same time. The world, in fact, generally reviles and persecutes the godly.

Should the believer try to avoid this by retreating to a solitary life, Jesus 
reminds him that he is salt and light. He has a purpose to fulfill by preserving and 
seasoning a decaying world and illuminating a dark one (verses 1016).

Think: Are you blessed - happy, blithesome, joyous (The Amplified Bible)? If 
not, does this passage give you a clue about hindrances to your enjoying God?

Pray: Lord, thanks that You satisfy my hunger and thirst for righteousness 
(verse b).



July 6, read Matthew 5:17-48

Lest any think Jesus came to do away with the Law and the Prophets, Jesus 
clearly stated His intent: to expand the meaning of righteousness to include attitude 
as well as action. He is concerned with what one is as well as what he does. The 
Pharisees seemed to have reached the acme of righteousness; they obeyed rules, 
rules and more rules and looked extremely pious. However, as Jesus said later, they 
"on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of ... all 
uncleanness" (23:27).

As an example of being consistent internally and externally, our Lord talked 
about murder and adultery (21-28). He said that to hate and to lust are as evil as to 
engage in the acts. One must be pure in thought and motive as well as in behavior. 
By the same token, nobody can serve God at the altar while he disserves his 
brother by ignoring the offenses he has committed against him.

Christ also pointed out the easy rules which appealed to human selfishness: 
Divorce one who displeases you. Only honor your word if you have used the right 
formula for vows. Revenge wrongs done against you. Hate your enemies (31-48). 
He correctly noted that those reactions are the kind one may expect even of the 
Gentiles or tax-gatherers (read pagans and thieves).

The right response in all these situations is to love with the kind of love 
which gives and gives and gives, that goes far beyond doing one's duty. It is to love 
as freely as does God Himself who rains love on both the evil and the good. In 
doing so, we reveal the family likeness as children of the Heavenly Father.

Think: What are some bad reasons why a person may do good things? Do you 
give as much priority to your thoughts and motives as you do to your deeds?

Pray: Lord, let my good actions flow from a clean heart.



July 7, read Matthew 6

What kind of Christian are you when nobody is watching you? Think about 
it. We often say and do what we say and do because we are looking for acceptance. 
We may give our money, pray, fast, attend services and the like simply to be seen 
by others and to receive their praise. If praise of fellow Christians is our motivation 
and they applaud us, we've received the only reward we have wanted and all we'll 
get (verses 2, 5, 16).

Keith Miller wrote, "I am convinced that the changing of your behavior for 
any reason other than that of honestly believing that Christ would have you change 
it leaves the door open to all kind so cliquish spiritual pride and self-righteousness 
(regardless of whether or not the change itself is good)." He encouraged Christians 
to play out their lives to God as their audience (from The Taste of New Wine).

The Lord's commendation alone is to influence our behavior since we are 
out to glorify Him and not ourselves. The only reward we desire is from "the 
Father who sees in secret" (verses 4, 6, 18). If He repays us publicly or privately, 
that's for Him to decide; we are content with His choice.

Just as we cannot serve God and self, we cannot serve God and riches 
(verses 19-34). If we put the Lord first, we are in His care; therefore, we need not 
worry about money. Why? Because One who so beautifully meets the needs of 
birds and grass will much more feed and clothe us. Our trust in God's goodness 
casts out anxiety.

We will never be disappointed when we make the Lord and His 
righteousness our highest priority. We may pursue everything and end up with 
nothing. But when we seek Christ and godliness first, we gain it all.

Think: What's more important to you: the praise of people or the approval of 
God?

Pray: Lord, grant me an awareness that Your acceptance is all I really need.



July 8, read Matthew 7

Matthew 7 has been quoted, misquoted, misinterpreted and misapplied as 
much as any portion of Scripture. For example, "Do not judge lest you be judged" 
has been given as the rationale for tolerating overt sin (verse 1). We must, however, 
distinguish between censuring obvious acts of sin and attributing motives or 
condemning without evidence. Notice that Jesus expects us to use our faculties to 
determine "dogs" and "swine" and false from true prophets on the basis of 
evaluating the kind of fruit they produce (verses 6, 15-23). Therefore, one is not 
wrong to hold a person accountable for having irrefutably lied, stolen, murdered, 
sworn, fornicated and the like.

We can't escape the fact that others tend to be as critical of us as we are of 
them. They will be as hard on us as we are on them. A good deterrent to a 
judgmental spirit is an honest evaluation of ourselves. When we are painfully 
aware of our log jam of faults, we will be more sympathetic to others' flaws.

Then, for those whose idea is that God is a rather stingy Father, Jesus 
pointed out that He is at least as kind as earthly fathers. In fact, He is much more 
loving and wise in His giving (verses 6-11).

Those who think they'll trip on into heaven because they've kept the golden 
rule must understand it is a summary of the Law and the Prophets (verse 12). It is 
loving our neighbor as God has loved us, and that's impossible apart from Christ's 
redemption.

For those who believe there are many ways to God, Christ spoke of narrow 
ways and small gates (verses 13, 14). He said, "I am the door: I am the way" (John 
10:7, 14:6). Our spiritual building must rest on this solid foundation of God's 
Word, or it is foolishly constructed (verses 24-27).

Think: If we fall apart in the storms of life, it's because we have built on a 
faulty foundation.

Pray: Lord, is my foundation the rock, the Jesus of the Bible or the sand, the 
Jesus of my imagination?



July 9, read Matthew 8

The kingdom of heaven involves more than proclaiming principles; it 
includes demonstrating power. So, we move on to a section which records 
numerous miracles. Those wonderful proofs of Jesus' authority over disease, 
demons, nature and death demonstrate that the Lord of all has a right to rule in our 
lives. We discover He has the might and ability to make us people who can live by 
the Sermon on the Mount.

As much as we may rejoice in Christ's healing the leper and Peter's mother-
in-law, we are especially touched by the account of the centurion's servant. A 
centurion was a Roman soldier, a Gentile; yet, his concern for his servant was 
heartwarming; his humility, exemplary; and his faith, extraordinary. A military man 
who understood authority, he credited Jesus with power to command disease to 
depart from a distance and have the illness obey Him. No wonder our Lord praised 
the centurion's trust and noted that many from other nationalities would participate 
in the kingdom of heaven while some of His own countrymen would not (verses 
513).

Notice the responses to Jesus' miracles. When He stilled the storm at sea, 
"the men marveled" (verse 27). Remember that His disciples had witnessed several 
miracles by this time; nevertheless, they were amazed that wind and wave obeyed 
Him.

Then look at the townspeople who had seen two of their own delivered from 
horrible evil spirits. Did they welcome the One greater than Satan? No. "The whole 
city came out to meet Jesus; and ... they entreated Him to depart from their 
region" (verse 34).

Think: If Jesus walked on earth today and performed miracles, do you think 
the response would be the same or different than it was 2,000 years ago? 
Why?

Pray: Lord, grant me a faith that expects and welcomes miracles.



July 10, read Matthew 9:1-17

As we read the Gospels, we see a great contrast between the response of the 
general population and the religious leaders to the Messiah. The healing of the 
paralytic is a case in point. When Jesus made the man walk, "the multitude ... were 
filled with awe, and glorified God, who had given such authority to men" (verse 8). 
Viewing the same miracle, the scribes of the law only saw blasphemy. It didn't 
seem to occur to them to attribute the right to forgive sins (something only God can 
do) to the One who could instantaneously heal (something only God can do).

If Jesus didn't say things just as they thought He should, if He didn't do His 
good deeds at the right time (any day but Sabbath), the religious elite condemned 
him. Never mind that the act itself was so awesome as to speak volumes. If He 
associated with those who had bad reputations in order to bring them spiritual 
wholeness, they censured Him (verses 9-13). (The leaders had nothing to do with 
tax gatherers, whose customary over-assessments lined their pockets as well as 
Rome's; but Jesus chose one as an apostle and attended the banquet with lots of 
Matthew's kind.)

The religious establishment wanted to push Jesus into old molds. But the 
Savior wasn't just a repair to be made on the worn-out religious forms like some 
patch job. He came to start fresh, to create, to make new. Complete transformation? 
That was too radical for those who would have accepted a small change, but 
basically liked what they were and what they had (verses 14-17).

Think: Do your prejudices and your comfort with the status quo prevent your 
really seeing people and assessing their achievements correctly?

Pray: Lord, heal me of any blindness which prevents my seeing You at work in 
my world.



July 11, read Matthew 9:18-38

"And Jesus was going about all the cities and the villages, teaching ... 
proclaiming ... healing" (verse 35). Today's passage gives several proofs of this as 
our Lord brought health to a hemorrhaging woman, two blind men and a dumb 
demoniac. He even raised a dead girl to life. Though most of the religious leaders 
(as we read yesterday and in verse 34) did not appreciate Him, those who admitted 
their need of Him were not disappointed.

When a synagogue official asked our Lord's aid for his daughter, He 
immediately responded. While on His way to raise the girl, Jesus stopped to help a 
woman who had been sick 12 years (verses 18-26). According to the law, the 
woman's touch would have made Him ceremonially unclean; but that didn't matter 
to Christ. He commended her for her faith.

We do well to notice that Jesus was not so focused on His destination - the 
official's home - that He failed to note needy folks enroute. That's wonderfully 
instructive for us. We must take care that we don't get so preoccupied with certain 
projects that we become oblivious to opportunities for ministry as we strive toward 
our goals. We need to be prepared for divinely appointed interruptions as a part of 
His plan.

Learning that Christ restored sight to two men and cast a demon out of 
another, we have no trouble believing in His great compassion. The distress and 
depression of the multitudes touched Him deeply. He commanded His followers to 
pray for people to help them. His motive was pure love (verses 27-38).

Think: Do you have Jesus' perspective so that you are moved with compassion 
for this huge, hurting world?

Pray: Lord, give me Your great heart for the needy around me.



July 12, read Matthew 10

Matthew recorded the names of the 12 apostles (which literally means the 
"ones sent forth"). Jesus commissioned them to carry forth His message. He 
commanded them to give freely since they had received His grace and gospel 
freely (verse 8). They were to expect to have their needs met by those benefiting 
from their ministry (verses 9, 10). Notice that our Lord didn't equate innocence and 
naiveté: they were to be innocent, but shrewd, in a hostile environment (verse 16).

Furthermore, Jesus told them to anticipate resistance. They were, however, 
to continue to spread the word until they were kicked out of the house or city 
(verses 17-25). To handle that kind of persecution, they had to adopt a new 
mindset; namely, they must be more concerned with preserving their souls than 
their bodies (verse 28). And if, in the pain of it all, they questioned whether or not 
God saw or cared, Jesus assured them He had even numbered the hairs on their 
heads. Think of it, that requires constant divine bookkeeping to record gains and 
losses with every brushing (verses 2931)!

Finally, Christ talked of cross-bearing. His mission was ultimately 
crucifixion. Though martyrdom is rarely a divinely appointed task, each of us 
disciples also must carry a cross or take up the ministry God gives us (verses 38, 
39). Not everybody will applaud our efforts to serve Jesus; even our families may 
oppose us. If so, our loyalty belongs first to God (verses 34-37). C. S. Lewis put 
this in perspective by writing, "It is probably impossible to love any human being 
simply `too much.' We may love him too much in proportion to our love for God." 
Love Christ more rather than others less.

Think: "Must I be carried to the skies/On flowery beds of ease,/While others 
fought to win the prize,/And sailed through bloody seas?" Isaac Watts.

Pray: Lord, help me be faithful in the unglamorous, low-recognition 
ministries like giving a cold drink in Your name (verse 42).



July 13, read Matthew 11

Do you remember the Baptist's response when Jesus came to be baptised in 
the Jordan? Refresh your memory by reading Matthew 3:13-17, John 1:19-34 and 
32:22-30. After giving such a marvelous witness, why did John send his disciples 
to question Jesus asking, "Are you the Coming One or shall we look for someone 
else?" When we realize John had been long in prison, we will understand, if not 
condone, his doubts about whether Messiah really was on the scene.

In some way, John's idea of what the Christ would do differed from what He 
did. "Where were the axe and fan and the holy wind and fire of judgment? Too 
much patience, tolerance, gentleness, sympathy, geniality, mild wisdom in this 
Christ for his taste," explained Dr. A. B. Bruce. So, from the beginning of 
Christianity, uncertainty has crept in when God hasn't jumped through the hoop of 
one's preconceived notions of how He should or must act.

Jesus' answer to John was simple: "Note what I'm doing and recall the 
prophets' messages. You will discover a consistency between the predictions and 
what is now happening" (verses 4, 5). In other words, the Baptist needed to revise 
his view of Messiah by further study and meditation on the Anointed One as the 
Scripture presented Him. Truly, the Bible, our source of revelation concerning the 
authentic Lord, corrects our misconceptions about Him.

Lest we or the multitude of His day jump to unflattering conclusions about 
John, Jesus quickly noted that the man was a steadfast, self-denying prophet. In 
fact, he was the Elijah prophesied of in Malachi 4:5. John's honest doubts were 
tolerable, while the obstinate unbelief of the cities was not (verses 20-24).

Think: Like John, we are more prone to doubt when things get difficult. But, 
as V. Raymond Edman said, "Never doubt in the dark what God told you in 
the light."

Pray: Lord, I pray for an understanding of You that will sustain me in the bad 
times as well as the good.



July 14, read Matthew 12

In Deuteronomy 23:25, God's law allowed for a hungry person to handpick 
grain from another's field, though he was not to use a sickle. The Pharisees had 
declared this an illegal act for the seventh day. To them, keeping man-made 
Sabbath laws was more important than a person's real need (verse 2). Likewise, 
they judged as bad the good act of healing simply because the event occurred on 
the Sabbath (verses 10-14).

Jesus was so mightily effective in healing, exorcising and performing other 
compassionate acts. Not even the vengeful legalists could deny the reality of His 
miracles. To counteract Christ's obvious, loving deeds, the Pharisees stooped to 
charging Him with being immoral, irreligious and demonic. As A. B. Bruce pointed 
out, "He can do nothing right. The smallest, most innocent action is an offense." 
The religious leaders had prejudged Christ as evil; therefore, whatever kindness He 
did they attributed to His wickedness.

The danger to the Pharisees was not that they had observed and 
misunderstood Jesus. There would have been hope for them if they had been 
ignorant or mistaken in their comprehension of such a unique personality (verses 
31, 32). However, to call righteousness wickedness and vice versa was not only 
dishonest but also a revelation of how very malicious and sinful they were (verses 
33-37).

The scribes and Pharisees witnessed many miracles, and the one more sign 
they asked for would not have convinced them that Jesus was the God-pleasing, 
Spirit-filled proclaimer of justice the prophets had anticipated (verses 38, 15-21). 
Their rejection of Christ was not for lack of evidence.

Think: On the basis of John 7:17, was it understandable prejudice or 
profound sinfulness that prevented the religious legalists from evaluating 
Jesus correctly?

Pray: Lord, I gratefully claim membership in Your family because I've done 
the Father's will by believing in You (verse 50 and John 6:29).



July 15, read Matthew 13:1-35

Eight parables are recorded in Matthew 13. We consider the first four today 
which "Jesus spoke to the multitudes ... and He was not talking to them without a 
parable, so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, `I 
will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since the foundation of 
the world' " (verses 34, 35).

A parable is a short story, drawing from life or nature to illustrate a spiritual 
truth. "Jesus declared that the parables were intended both to reveal and to conceal 
truth . . , Jesus intended that His instructions should be plain to those who were 
ready for it, and obscure to those who were rebellious," wrote Merrill Tenney (in 
New Testament Survey). Hiding truth was merciful since the more one knows and 
rejects, the greater his insensitivity to truth grows (verses 13-15). It is damning to 
increase knowledge and then repudiate it.

Comparing soils, Christ pointed out that people receive the word of the 
kingdom in various ways: not at all, superficially, compromisingly or with 
differing degrees of understanding and earnestness (verses 1-9, 18-23). Using 
wheat and tares to illustrate, He noted that good and evil grow up side by side until 
the King harvests out His wheat from Satan's weeds (verses 2430). He also said the 
mustard seed, like the kingdom, begins small but increases (verses 31, 32). Like 
leaven, it affects all it touches (verse 33).

Think: Are you a person who understands truth easily because your heart is 
ready to receive it?

Pray: Lord, help me be open to Your word to me.



July 16, read Matthew 13:36-58

In yesterday's reading, we studied four parables spoken to the multitudes. 
"Then He left the multitudes, and went into the house" and began to explain about 
the wheat and tares to his disciples. After that He proceeded to give them four 
more illustrations concerning the kingdom.

He spoke of a man's finding a treasure hidden in a field, so he went and gave 
all that he owned to buy the field (verse 44). Similarly, a man discovered one 
exquisite pearl of great value, and he sold all he had to raise the funds to buy it 
(verses 45, 46). In a parable reminiscent of the wheat and tares, he told of the 
fisherman who nets many fish; the good he keeps and the rest he tosses away 
(verses 47-50). The kingdom is like a householder with both old and new treasures 
(verses 51, 52).

Jesus was saying that it costs to build the kingdom, but it is so valuable and 
unique that it is worth all that one pays for it. It is blessed to be a fish kept by the 
Fisher of men, tragic to be cast aside. The kingdom mingles new truth with old 
teachings. Indeed the New Testament builds on the Old.

These messages were astonishingly wise yet repugnant. Why the 
offensiveness?  Because as some folks saw it, a man of His background and class 
should have meekly taken His teaching from them rather than giving to them 
(verses 53-58).

Think: Do you value citizenship in the heavenly kingdom enough to surrender 
joyfully all you are and have to King Jesus?

Pray: Lord, all I am and all I have I yield to You.



July 17, read Matthew 14

John the Baptist denounced sin even in King Herod's palace. The angry ruler 
took the prophet out of commission by imprisoning him. Feeling bound to honor a 
reckless oath, the king ultimately beheaded the Baptist (verses 1-12). The record 
says Herod grieved. Maybe he simply regretted doing anything potentially harmful 
politically. Or perhaps, as one surrounded by hordes of yes men, he had found a 
strange reassurance in discovering a man of John's courage and integrity. News of 
the Baptist's death prompted Jesus to seek isolation (verse 13).

All of us need to withdraw to heal or refortify at times. But not forever. 
Constant solitude is not good for us or for the multitudes. Sooner or later, 
compassion for the crowd should bring us out of seclusion, refreshed and ready to 
serve once again.

We need never retreat from the Lord; for as we stay close to Him, He gives 
us food. Then we have bread to give to others. As disciples, we depend on Christ to 
break loaves and fishes for us so that we in turn have sustenance to pass on (verse 
19).

We discover that after a hectic day of ministry, Jesus went off alone once 
more to pray (verse 23). Is this the solution to the problem of burn-out experienced 
by many in Christian endeavors? We can emulate our Lord's example of 
recuperating after exhausting service by spending time with only the Father for 
company.

Again Jesus left His retreat to confront people in danger (verses 24-33). Now 
Peter has taken his lumps for losing faith so that he sunk while walking on the 
storm-tossed water. Remember, however, that 11 disciples stayed in the boat and 
never got out at all. Peter had little faith; at least he had some.

Think: Responding immediately to Peter's cry for help, Jesus gently chided 
him; but He didn't let him drown. Does that encourage you in your 
floundering?

Pray: Lord, grant me courage to walk and courage to fall and courage to walk 
again.



July 18, read Matthew 15

Jesus had just fed 5,000 plus people. Multitudes thronged His way simply to 
touch the fringe of His cloak, for merely to touch His clothing brought healing 
(Matthew 14). You might think the Pharisees and scribes would have launched an 
objective, comprehensive investigation of how a flesh-and-blood person could 
accomplish such feats. Alas, we discover they hostilely chose to mountain climb 
over molehills. They overlooked the miracles to pursue the disciples' disobeying 
one of their numerous, tedious laws of ceremonial uncleanness (verse 2).

Our Lord accused them of giving more weight to man-made customs than to 
God-given laws (verse 3). As an example, He cited their violation of the fifth 
commandment through a pious-sounding but immoral maneuver (verses 4-9). 
Christ unequivocally stated that serving Him does not excuse one from doing his 
duty toward his parents. Furthermore, He challenged us for all time to beware of 
exalting petty sectarian rules and regulations to the detriment of loving one another 
as He has loved us. Such an uncompromising position offended the powerfully 
religious leadership, which provoked concern among His followers (verses 12-14).

The obstinate blindness of the Jewish rulers was all the more inexcusable in 
the light of a Gentile woman's perceptivity (verses 21-28). The Canaanite, who 
would have been called a "dog" by many Jews, recognized Jesus as the Jewish 
Messiah with power. Even under severe testing by our Lord, her faith remained 
strong. Her persistent petitioning was rewarded.

The events of this chapter illustrate that "whoever exalts himself shall be 
humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted" (Matthew 23:12).

Think: Do you have the humility, patience and faith to continue to petition 
God when the answer doesn't come quickly?

Pray: Lord, help me; have mercy on me (verses 22, 25).



July 19, read Matthew 16

(For insight on Matthew 16:1-12, see commentary on Mark 8 in a previous 
Ventures.)

Jesus called Himself the Son of Man, for He embraced His humanity. He 
questioned His disciples as to how others saw a man who did what He did. More 
crucial to the Lord and His followers, however, was their opinion of Him (verses 
13-15). In the final analysis, whatever others may say about Jesus, what matters is 
what each of us individually believes concerning Him. You and I aren't responsible 
for the general consensus but for our particular, personal faith in the Messiah.

Peter boldly, brilliantly declared, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God." How did an ignorant fisherman know that? Not through his own astute logic. 
The Father had revealed that to Him (verses 16, 17). Even today, we can't take 
credit for thinking correctly about Jesus. Our Lord stated it boldly, "No one can 
come to Me, unless the Father ... draws him" (John 6:44). Thus, there's no room for 
pride in our spiritual life because, from beginning to end, it is a matter of grace and 
gift. Blessed are all who understand this.

Verses 18 and 19, according to Roman Catholic tradition, make Peter the 
first pope in a line of supreme church authority. Protestants interpret these verses as 
meaning that Peter's proclamation ("Thou art the Christ") and his preaching (Acts 
2), not Peter, were the foundational belief and building of the church.
Admirable as Peter was, he was not 'perfect. Imagine his taking Jesus aside, 
rebuking and contradicting Him! He who had received commendation now was 
called tool of Satan, a stumbling block, a pursuer of selfish interests. Following 
Christ is more than making one grand confession; it's numerous and constant 
concessions to His will.

Think: If Jesus had listened to Peter's advice to save His life, we would all be 
spiritually dead. Weigh suggestions - even from friends - prayerfully.

Pray: Lord, I would deny self and exalt You.



July 20, read Matthew 17

To Jews, Moses was their unequaled leader. He had delivered them from 
bondage and given them the Law. Elijah, because of his stand against evil and 
idolatry, was considered the foremost prophet. But Jesus of Nazareth stood far 
above and beyond the best Israel had ever heard, observed and experienced. 
Concerning His Son, the Almighty thundered, "Hear Him!" And when they could 
rise from the ground, where they had fallen in fear and reverence, the disciples saw 
Christ only (verses 1-8).

Like Peter, we can get so caught up in our strategies, our service and our 
worship that we fail to listen to God's voice. Unless we hear Him, however, all our 
plans and programs are so much wood, hay and stubble.

"We need a voice from eternity as much as the disciples did. God's word to 
them is His word to us: When you listen to my Son you are hearing the truth; when 
you obey Him you are doing the highest of which you are capable; when you are in 
Him you enter eternity. Listen to Him," wrote LeRoy Lawson (from The Lord of 
Possibilities).

Only after we hear Him will we feel His touch and hear His command to 
arise and go with courage. And the going leads to the cross - to identification with 
crucifixion (verses 22, 23). But further on we shall discover resurrection and 
exaltation.

Those of us who have listened to Christ must trust Him; for without belief 
we cannot possibly do that which He tells us. Nothing shall be impossible to us if 
we exercise even a little faith in a big God (verse 20).

Think: Faith "is nothing more nor less than just believing God when He says 
He has done something for us or will do it; and then trusting Him to keep His 
word." (Hannah Whitall Smith).

Pray: Lord, help me hear You and then act in faith.



July 21, read Matthew 18

Jesus greatly loved the individual, not just the high and mighty, but the least 
ones. Children, the most powerless group in society, were the objects of His special 
concern. Quite clearly, He pronounced woe on the person who would devalue or 
harm even a child in any way (verses 1-11).

A single human being has significance. Just as a shepherd searches for one 
lost sheep, so Jesus cares about one small person. Whether that one wanders or is 
led astray, our Lord would prevent his coming to harm (verses 12-14).

Though the individual is valued, individualism is not. We are to live in 
community. The implications of this are: 1) We must act responsibly toward one 
who sins (verses 15-17). To this end, our Lord set forth His method for confronting 
the person. The method progresses from one-on-one to involving the group, if 
necessary. An offender who stubbornly refuses to deal with his wrongdoing must 
not be considered a part of the church. We dare not compromise with sin to 
preserve community.

2) We are to understand synergism as it relates to the power of prayer (verses 
19, 20). The effect of two or three who pray together is greater than the sum of 
each praying separately. We need each other.

3) Living in proximity requires frequent forgiving (verses 21-35). Those 
who realize how greatly God has forgiven them should have no problem forgiving 
others' offenses against them. In fellowship, we dare not overlook sin, as the 
previous paragraph proves; but confessed sin must be pardoned.

Think: One may promote the person over the group or vice versa. Christianity 
has a balanced perspective on the value of both the individual and the 
community.

Pray: Lord, as one prized by You, help me prize others.



July 22, read Matthew 19

The Pharisees didn't care a doodle about the truth concerning divorce; they 
simply used the issue to try to fault Jesus (verses 3-12). Was He more or less strict 
than Moses on the matter? Did He side with the permissive rabbinic groups or the 
strict groups?

We may be glad for the perverseness of some of the Pharisees; for if they 
had not questioned our Lord, we might never have had record of His personal 
affirmation of marriage. Much like in our own day, divorce was easily granted 
back then. According to the historian Josephus, he divorced his wife, the mother of 
his three children, simply because he was dissatisfied with her. In that atmosphere, 
Jesus repeated the law from creation that the God-ordained design is union for life 
(Genesis 2:24). Divorce is a concession to the disobedient rebelliousness of 
humanity.

The disciples recognized their Master's firmness on the matter; for they 
concluded that, if divorce is sin, it is better never to marry in the first place. Jesus 
reminded them that as difficult as marriage may be, being a chaste single may be 
even harder for some. Paul later said marriage is an antidote to sexual immorality 
(I Corinthians 7:9).

The Savior's prescription for commitment for as long as a couple lives 
provides protection for the children of that union. We already saw in the previous 
chapter how seriously He took the matter of not causing a child to stumble. Again, 
in touching, blessing and praying for wee ones, we note His beautiful concern for 
them (verses 13-15). (See commentary on Mark 10 in previous Ventures for insight 
on verses 16-30.)

Think: Too many a Christian is satisfied that his marriage has endured, but 
he is not working for the quality of relationship that God intended.

Pray: Lord, I want my marriage to reflect the eternal, unconditional love 
between You and Your church.



July 23, read Matthew 20

In the kingdom of heaven, God is sovereign. He decides how He will reward 
His workers. If He chooses to include in His kingdom the johnny-come-lately-
totruth Gentiles with the Jews who had known about Jehovah for millennia, that is 
His prerogative. He is fair; He gives His blessing to each as He sees fit. One who 
takes issue with this is rebellious and jealous (verses 116).

We understand, don't we? Maybe we've said, "But, Lord, I'm more serious 
about my faith than she seems to be, yet life appears simple for her while I'm hit 
with one problem after another." Or, "But, Lord, I've faithfully served You for 
years in humble ways; and You give that kid I led to You a wider, more public and 
glamorous ministry than mine." Yes, we know about the envy that comes when we 
think we deserve more the good that another has.

We human beings value possessions, power and prestige. We competitively 
pursue them; and we get indignant, as did the 10 disciples, when we think 
somebody will get ahead of us (verses 17-34). We're not too surprised that James 
and John aimed for positions of authority in Christ's kingdom, are we? We 
understand ambition. We like being top dog.

In the divine scheme of things, however, the VIPs of the world are often 
least in the kingdom of heaven (verse 16). From God's perspective, you see, a 
leader doesn't lord it over, but serves (verses 25-28). Jesus told us the great aren't 
those who compel folks by force to act or to bend to their will. No, God's leaders 
ask, "How may I serve? Who hurts and has needs? How can I help people? Am I 
modeling behavior others will want to copy?"

Think: Is it enough to do your Father's will? Or are you striving for titles, 
prestigious office space, limelight tasks and recognition of your role in 
ministry?

Pray: Lord, forgive my pride and envy. Give me a servant's attitude.



July 24, read Matthew 21

If this were a movie, the music would be building cacophonously to the 
cymbal clash of death. Jesus was moving inexorably to the cross amid hectic 
confusion.

The mob wildly greeted Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem but probably 
were ignorant of Zechariah 9:9 and its application to Him. Did they realize the One 
they honored was more than simply a Nazarene prophet (verses 8-11)?

His days before execution could be numbered on one hand. Still Jesus had 
much to say and do. See Him as compelled, not frantic, when He made time to 
denounce immoral behavior among the religious (verses 12, 13).

Did the crescendo of events deafen the Lord to cries for help around Him? 
No. He stopped to heal the blind and the lame. Idiotically, the chief priests and 
scribes were indignant at such goodness (verses 14, 15). With the tension high in 
certain quarters, a cool Jesus retreated to Bethany, city of the warm, friendly home 
of Mary, Martha and. Lazarus (verse 17).

Monday, our Lord came back into Jerusalem. On the way, He cursed a fig 
tree. Mark's record indicates that this was the day Jesus cleansed the temple (Mark 
11). Afterward, He again withdrew to Bethany. The next day reentering Jerusalem, 
the disciples noted the fig tree had withered (verses 18-22). That was not amazing. 
Incredibly, however, the disciples marveled. They still didn't understand His power 
or His mission.

Tuesday of Passion Week was full of talk. The religious leaders desperately 
tried to get incriminating evidence on Jesus. He warned them through a parable 
that the kingdom was being taken from them and given to others (verses 28-46). 
They got the point and hated Him for it.

Think: Notice how Jesus was an island of control and purposefulness in the 
midst of confusion and hostility.

Pray: Lord, fill me that I may be at peace in the midst of life's storms.



July 25, read Matthew 22

In their frantic desire to secure incriminating evidence, the religious leaders 
kept listening to Jesus. They heard three parables, the first two of which explained 
that 1) obedience to God's will is primary and 2) rebellious people will not be a 
part of His kingdom (21:28-4b). The third parable likened the kingdom to a 
wedding feast (verses 1-14).

When Great Britain's Charles married Diana, folks coveted wedding 
invitations. But, Jesus noted the damning arrogance of those who reject the offer to 
join the feast of the King of kings. When the Jews refused to attend, the Lord 
extended the invitation to others. However, He is not in such a panic to people 
heaven that He has no standards for those who come. It is effrontery to think 
subjects can enter the presence of their Ruler without regard for their fitness. 
Persons who wish to go in must be clothed in Christ's righteousness and cleansed 
by His blood.

Three questions followed the three parables. Jesus said the askers were 
hypocrites (verse 18). Their treachery was clearly seen by folks who didn't even 
believe in resurrection asking about events after resurrection (verses 23-28). 
Meanly, they probed to discover a vulnerability they could exploit. But He had no 
weakness.

Don't you love the simple, marvelous logic with which Jesus answered the 
queries? Their response unfortunately was to marvel and then leave Him. What 
crass condescension to think one can study Jesus, draw some conclusions and limit 
Him to that evaluation. One can't take Him that lightly, thinking he can walk away 
from Him and suffer no consequence.

Think: Consider how our questioning God may be expressing unbelief and 
rebellion rather than seeking insight into truth.

Pray: Lord, Messiah, Son of David, Son of God, I bow before Your wisdom.



July 26, read Matthew 23

On this busy Tuesday, Jesus defined a leader as a servant (chapter 20). He 
stated that God's real leader-servants historically had been mistreated by those who 
had grasped leadership (chapter 21). True servants loved the Lord wholeheartedly 
and their neighbors as themselves (chapter 22).

In contrast to God's authentic servants, Jesus evaluated the scribes and 
Pharisees (verses 1-12). They 1) didn't practice what they preached, 2) burdened 
others with laws they didn't observe, 3) paraded their piety for praise, 4) loved. 
(expected?) preferential treatment and 5) thrived on titles of respect which set them 
above the crowd.

Jesus' way is "to serve and give. Not to be served. Not to grab the spotlight 
in the center ring. Not to make a name or attract attention or become successful or 
famous or powerful or idolized. No, quite frankly, that stuff turned Him 
off" (Charles Swindon in Improving Your Serve). God forbid we should ever desire 
a wide place of ministry as an ego trip instead of an opportunity to serve others.

The numerous woes our Lord pronounced on the religious should cause us to 
ponder our actions and attitudes (verses 13-36). We can be involved with church, 
charitable works, evangelism and nitpicking, external righteousness but completely 
"neglect the weightier provision of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness" (verse 23). We have to be good, not just look good if our 
righteousness is to exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees.

Love Jesus for His honesty in warning the prophets' murderers and love Him 
for His compassion in wanting to save and nurture those who had rejected Him 
(verse 37).

Think: Examine your motives for your acts of Christian service.

Pray: Lord, cleanse my serving You from sinful desires for praise, recognition 
or preferential treatment.



July 27, read Matthew 24

After the Jewish exiles had returned from captivity, they rebuilt the temple 
which had been destroyed by the Babylonians. That temple became the heart of 
Jewish life. However, as Jesus left the temple (being refurbished by Herod) for the 
last time, He predicted its destruction by Rome in 70 A.D. (verse 1). Material 
things were not permanent; in fact, heaven and earth' will pass away (verse 35).

Jesus said the end of the world will be signaled by horrible political and 
physical happenings. In that climate of chaos, false Christ’s will come on the scene 
professing to be God's anointed savior (verses 11, 24). Some of these will even 
perform miracles in order to deceive. The elect, though, know that Mohammed, 
Sun Myung Moon or any other who claims a more complete revelation of God 
than Jesus was and is is not the Messiah. Jesus will come back; and it won't be a 
secret, born-in-a-barn event. He will be visible, accompanied by power, glory and 
trumpeting angels (verses 25-31).

In spite of the trauma of the time preceding the Second Advent, people will 
go on with business as usual. They will eat, drink, marry and work. Those who 
aren't believers will be totally surprised by Christ's return (verses 37-43).

In considering these events, the word to Christians is to be ready for the Son 
of man whenever He returns (verse 44). Blessed are the believers who keep 
laboring faithfully for their Lord regardless of the chaos around them (verses 
45-51). "Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be 
found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless" (II Peter 3:14).

Think: Even so come, precious Lord Jesus; Creation waits redemption to see;
Caught up in clouds, soon we shall meet Thee; O blessed assurance, forever 
with Thee!

 -M. J. Camp
 Pray: Lord, l anticipate Your return with joy.



July 28, read Matthew 25

In the previous chapter, Jesus had commanded His followers 1) to expect 
His return and 2) to do His will until then. He further elaborated on that in two 
parables in today's reading.

 About the parable of the 10 virgins (verses 1-13), Bible scholars do not 
agree on the identity of the virgins nor on what the oil represents. Some think the 
virgins all externally professed Christ but only five internally possessed Him. Half 
are sheep; the others are goats (verses 31-33). Regardless of how one interprets this 
story, the main issue is readiness. At any point in our lives, we should have no need 
to do one more thing in order to be prepared to meet the Lord.

In the parable of the talents, Jesus warned that we are responsible for what 
we've been given (verses 14-30). Whether we've received abilities or understanding 
of truth, we must give an account for what we've done with what we have. We 
realize that we don't have to work aggressively to defeat our Lord's purpose; we 
can simply do nothing. Passive indifference and active rebellion are equally sin.

Notice at the end of Jesus' discourse, He says the same question is asked by 
both the righteous and unrighteous. "When did we see You ....?" (verses 37,39, 44). 
Apparently the righteous, having had the law written on their hearts and motivated 
by love, responded compassionately in an uncalculated, almost unconscious 
reaction to suffering. The difference between them and the other group was the 
indwelling Christ.

Think: Did you ever consider that the man's one talent may have been greater 
than the others' five talents combined? The issue isn't size or quantity but 
faithfulness.

Pray: Lord, I would faithfully use what You've given me for Your glory.



July 29, read Matthew 26

Perhaps no other portion of Scripture reveals the suffering of our Savior as 
much as this chapter. First, the disciples got indignant because of the woman's 
anointing Him (verses 6-13). We can only imagine Jesus' pain when His followers 
revealed that they didn't think Him worth a costly outpouring of devotion.

Second, consider the Lord's extreme loneliness at the most traumatic point of 
His life. Just when He most needed the companionship and prayers of His three 
best friends, they went to sleep. The men closest to Him did not give Him moral 
support (verses 36-46).

Third, Judas betrayed Christ, Peter denied even knowing Him and all the 
apostles forsook Him (verses 14-16, 47-49; 69-75). Talk about unfaithfulness, 
unkindness and lack of loyalty! And that from men who had intimately shared His 
life for three years.

Fourth, Jesus was falsely accused. It's painful enough to face guilt, but it is 
altogether unbearable for a righteous, innocent person to face malicious, trumped 
up charges (verses 59-66).

Fifth, our Savior endured tremendous physical torture. Humiliated by being 
mocked and spit upon, He was punched, slapped, scourged and crowned with 
thorns (verses 67, 68 and 27:24-30). Finally, He died by crucifixion, the most 
hideous death possible.

Do we dare think that Jesus lacks sympathetic understanding when we are 
lonely, misunderstood, tired, betrayed and racked with pain?

Think: "We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses but one who has been tempted in all things as we are .... Let us 
therefore draw near with confidence ... receive mercy and ... find grace to help 
in time of need" (Hebrews 4:15, 16).

Pray: Lord, thanks for being touched with my hurts, sorrows and suffering. 
It's a comfort knowing You understand.



July 30, read Matthew 27

The last verse of the previous chapter tells us Peter wept bitterly because of 
his denials of Jesus. Other Scripture reveals he genuinely turned back to Christ and 
became an outstanding builder of the early church. His sorrow led to repentance.

Ask for a definition of repentance and chances are somebody will say, 
"Sorrow for sin." II Corinthians 7:10 tells us there are two kinds of sorrow: godly 
sorrow leading to repentance and worldly sorrow resulting in eternal death. Judas 
experienced the latter kind; he was devastated by the evil he had done (verses 
1-10). His sorrow, however, did not turn him back to God for forgiveness. That 
would have been true repentance. In this area, as in all of spiritual life, the focus is 
on a person's will rather than on his emotions.

Just as Judas' suicide did not cleanse him from having betrayed Jesus, so 
Pilate's washing his hands did not absolve him from guilt in sentencing Christ to 
death (verses 11-26). In a way, the governor's attitude was the more reprehensible 
because he refused to accept responsibility for his actions. Claiming to be innocent, 
Pilate would have seen no reason for godly repentance.

The women and Joseph of Arimathea revealed the genuineness of their 
repentance.. In their decisive loyalty, the two Marys followed Jesus' body to the 
grave where Joseph buried Him.. Christ's death must have severely tried their faith, 
but their love and commitment did not waver (verses 55-61).

Judas, Pilate, Joseph and the women were all caught up in events they did 
not understand. In spite of the confusion, the genuine repenters irrevocably held 
fast to their previous choice to follow Christ.

Think: Remorseful feelings don't free you from guilt; willfully choosing to 
accept Christ's forgiveness cleanses you. Christians live by decisions, not 
emotions; by faith, rather than sight.

Pray: Lord, t repent of my sin and receive Your pardon.



July 31, read Matthew 28

"There is not a single pessimistic note anywhere in the New Testament after 
the resurrection," said Andrew W. Blackwood. Sure we read about apathy and 
apostasy within the church and harassment and persecution from without; still, 
there is the confident security that Christ is building His church and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). Satan is defeated. He did his 
worst when he killed Jesus, but he couldn't hold Him in the grave. Easter revealed 
the limits of earth's ultimate bully. Any believer in the resurrected Christ can claim 
victory over sin and the devil. Christians ought to be optimistic because a wise, 
powerful, loving God has it all under His control.

How hard Satan has worked to hide that fact. He began right away on Easter 
seeking to conceal the fact of resurrection. "Say His disciples came by night and 
stole Him away," he encouraged (verse 13). In an effort to weaken the impact of a 
living Lord, through the centuries he's put into cynical minds the idea that 
resurrection was a mass hallucination or Jesus' reviving after a swoon or the 
crucifixion of a Jesus look-alike. Scores of witnesses long ago proved the liar false 
(I Corinthians 15:5-8).

Today, millions of people continue to witness to the truth of resurrection. 
They show by their lives that Jesus is indeed alive and well and living His beautiful 
life in them. They, every bit as much disciples as the Twelve, willingly obey His 
great commission to make other disciples (verses 18-20). They go, baptize and 
teach others to observe Christ's commands. Why?  Because the good news is too 
good to keep secret. The victorious Jesus will one day bind Satan and justly and 
graciously rule forever over His people.

Think; Christ is giving us time to gain Him more disciples from among 
Satan's followers before finally judging him and them.

Pray: Lord, use me to fulfill Your great commission.
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