
Palm Sunday, April 15, read Luke 19:28-40

Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, 0 daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
He is just and endowed with salvation, 
Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Thus spoke the prophet a few decades after the Jewish people had begun to 
return to their homeland following 70 years in exile (Zechariah 9:9). The temple 
lay in ruins; the walls of Jerusalem were rubble. To a discouraged nation, 
Zechariah uttered his prediction of God's visiting His people in mercy.

In the fullness of time, Jesus rode into Jerusalem, not on a horse, the symbol 
of war, but on a donkey as the Messiah of the peaceable kingdom. He came not ar-
rogantly but humbly. The Just One entered to bring justice and salvation to those 
who had suffered under the prince of this world.

No wonder hosanna-shouting and palm-waving greeted the Prince of Peace. 
The mob shouted portions of the Messianic Psalm 118: "0 Lord, do save, we be-
seech Thee .... Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord." With great 
fervor, they saluted the Deliverer promised centuries before.

Jesus, who had previously tried to avoid popular acclamation, now received 
it as His due. When the Pharisees demanded He stifle the crowd, He stated that if 
they were to remain silent then the stones would cry out the joy of His coming. On 
this glad day of commemoration, join your praising heart with the redeemed of all 
ages in affirming:

Blest be the Lord who comes to men
With messages of grace;
Who comes in God His Father's name,
To save our sinful race.

Think: How can you best celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace into 
your life today?

Pray: Lord, I worship You; I praise You; I adore You.


