
April 16, read Mark 4

In Jesus, God put on a physical body so that we might better understand and 
relate to Him. In parables, Christ clothed spiritual truth in pictures to aid the com-
prehension of those who wanted to learn. In today's reading we find three parables:

1) The parable of the soils: In this story, the seed is the Word of God. The 
sower, whether our Lord Himself or one of His witnesses, may be the same. The 
soil constitutes the difference. Receptivity to God's message depends upon the in-
dividual soil of each heart and mind. One may a) be indifferent to, b) have a shal-
low understanding of or c) find his focus easily distracted from God's Word. The 
one, however, who has been broken up, softened, deepened and continuously 
weeded is he whose abundant fruit ripens to maturity.

2) The parable of growth: The seed produces a sprout, then the blade, next 
the head and finally mature grain for harvest. As surely as night follows day fol-
lows night, the seed grows - perhaps imperceptibly. God's kingdom isn't full of 
overnight wonders, but of people in progress. At each stage, their growth is good 
and should be nurtured and appreciated.

3) The parable of the mustard seed: The product of the little seed is a big tree 
providing shelter, rest and happiness. Small beginnings progress to large satisfying 
endings. In our spiritual lives, we may feel our start and advancement inauspicious; 
but as we grow in Christ, we can be sure of blessing others in the end.

Think: What kind of soil does God's Word find in you? Do you expect- instant 
maturity? Or steady growth in your life and witness?

Pray: Lord, make the soil of my heart increasingly receptive to Your Word 
and cause me to grow spiritually to Your praise.


