
Ventures: Introduction to the book Acts

Some Bibles call this book The Acts of the Apostles. In reality, the content 
clearly is the acts of the resurrected Jesus by means of the Holy Spirit living in His 
followers. The Christ of the gospels did not end His work with His ascension; He 
continued (and continues) His ministry in the world through godly people 
empowered by His Spirit. Acts proves this.

In the first four verses of The Gospel According to Luke, the writer 
addressed "most excellent Theophilus." In Acts 1:1, he penned, "The first account I 
composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach." Thus Acts is a 
continuation of that Gospel record gained through excellent research and first-
person interviews.

The author is almost unanimously thought to be Luke. From Colossians 
4:14, we understand he was a physician. Dr. Luke most likely was a Gentile since 
the Colossian passage lists him separately from the circumcised fellow workers. As 
such, he is probably the only Gentile author in Scripture. We know he experienced 
some of the events he recorded from his use of the word we (Acts 16:10-17, 
20:5-21:25 and 27:128:16). He alone was with Paul as he faced death following his 
second Roman imprisonment (II Timothy 4:11).

The book covers a period from about 29-30 to 60-61 A.D., to the end of 
Paul's second year of his first prison term in Rome. Because Luke does not 
mention the persecution by Nero following the burning of Rome in 64 A.D. nor the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., it is likely he wrote Acts in 62 or 63 A.D.
The outline of the book is found in Jesus' words in Acts 1:8 - the witness 
concerning Christ in Jerusalem (Acts 1-7), in all Judea and Samaria (Acts 8-12) 
and even to the remotest part of earth (Acts 13-28). Or we may look at 1) Peter's 
ministry to Jews and proselytes (Acts 1-12) and 2) Paul's ministry to Gentiles (Acts 
1328).



Ventures: Acts 1
In the Old Testament we discover that God's people were basically those of 

one country, Israel. In Acts, we shall find that the Lord's people are called the 
church, a multinational and racial group. Dr. Luke recorded the birth and growth of 
the young church.

The church's power: The church's dynamic is not its unity or its doctrine but 
its energizing Holy Spirit. "Before you go anywhere, wait for what the Father has 
promised, that is, the Holy Spirit and His power!" commanded Jesus. Dr. William 
S. LaSor said that if Matthew 28:19, 20 is the Great Commission then Acts 1:4 is 
the Greater Commission. He wrote, "Men and women have no business preaching 
the gospel to anybody until they themselves have received the power of the Holy 
Spirit. After that, they have no business keeping silent" (from Church Alive).

The church's program: God's plan was and is that the whole world receive 
the witness concerning Jesus Christ. Just the idea of circling the globe with the 
Christian message could have overwhelmed those first century believers; so Jesus 
gave them manageable, step-by-step instructions. They were to begin at home and 
then spread out until they reached the remotest part of the earth (verse 8). As 
individuals, the Lord's purpose for us is still that we witness first where we are and 
then enlarge our sphere of influence as He enables.

The church's people: The first church numbered about 120 men and women. 
They were common, ordinary folk who loved Jesus, obeyed Him by remaining in 
Jerusalem, possessed a unity of mind and prayed continually (verses 12-14).

Think: Have you claimed the promises of Jesus that you shall receive power 
and you shall be a witness? If not, why not?

Pray: Lord, thank You for giving me the power to carry out Your plan.



Ventures: Acts 2

Pentecost came 50 days after Passover, the Jewish feast celebrated at the 
time of Jesus' death. Forty days after His resurrection, our Lord ascended into 
heaven. We can assume, therefore, that the disciples had about a 10-day wait in 
Jerusalem before the Holy Spirit filled them as Christ had promised.

On Pentecost, the apostles and disciples suddenly "were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit" accompanied by objective, verifiable signs of noise, fire and tongues 
(verses 1-4). The results were: 1) a bewildered, curious mob arrived on the scene 
and 2) a newly empowered Peter preached the church's first sermon.

And what a sermon it was! It presented Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of 
Messianic prophecy and as the crucified and risen Lord. Jesus had said that the 
Helper would bear witness to and glorify Him and so Christ was the subject of 
Peter's message (John 15:26 and 16:14). Jesus had also stated that the Holy Spirit 
would convict the world of sin (John 16:8). Not surprisingly, then, we learn that the 
congregation "were pierced to the heart" (verse 37).

In response to the question as to what they should do, Peter said, "Repent 
and be baptized" (verse 38). In other words, turn around and return to God and then 
express that change of mind and purpose publicly.

The evidence of the power of the Spirit was seen in .the 3,000 who 
responded to that challenge. And theirs was no momentary, superficial reaction; for 
they voluntarily continued in a fellowship characterized by unity, sharing, sincerity 
and gladness. No wonder others found that group so attractive that daily new 
believers were added to the church (verses 43-47).

Think: Does your relationship and fellowship with Christians cause others to 
desire to join you?

Pray: Lord, I want to experience and express life in the Spirit in such a way 
that others are attracted to You.



Ventures: Acts 3 
 
          Today's chapter begins with an account of a physical healing and ends with 
an offer of spiritual wholeness. A man crippled at birth had a real handicap which 
one could not cure simply by the power of suggestion. 
 Consider the fact that for more than 40 years a hopeless man had sat at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple begging money in order to live. (See Acts 4:22.) For 
all that time, alms were as much as he could expect. Then one day Peter and John 
came on the scene and they refused to meet his needs superficially. Rather than 
dropping a coin into his outstretched hand in order to help maintain his existence, 
they gave him the ability to earn his living. 
 In many instances, the best humanity, apart from Christ, can do is to offer 
Band aid solutions for cancers. Christians, however, are called to radical solutions, 
to deal with the root of problems. Energized by the Holy Spirit, they should seek 
not just to comfort but also to cure those who are weak spiritually, physically, 
materially and emotionally. In Christ's name, they, as did Peter and John, are to 
stretch out a hand to others and put them on their feet. 
 We discover that such ministries done on behalf of the Lord present 
opportunities to witness. Thus, the two disciples gave proper credit for the healing 
to the Servant Jesus before an amazed crowd. They challenged them to repent, that 
is, to change their minds about the One whom they had killed but whom God had 
raised from the dead. They promised forgiveness, refreshing, restoration and 
blessing as a result of that turning to the Holy and Righteous One, the Prince of 
life. We can dare to promise the same. 
 
Think: "If I am content to heal a hurt slightly, then I know nothing of Calvary 
love" (Amy Carmichael). 
 
Pray: Lord, give me courage, will and love to confront needs with healing 
solutions. 



Ventures: Acts 4:1-31 
 
 Peter's sermon must have been a long one because the cripple was healed 
about 3:00 P.M. (3:1) and Peter was still talking into the evening (verse 3). The 
miracle and his message produced two results: 1) many listeners believed in Christ 
but 2) the leaders clapped the apostles in jail. Jesus had warned them of this 
reaction when He said, "If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you" (John 
15:20). 
 Goodness is a very real threat to some people - so much so in Peter and 
John's case that they were "on trial for a benefit done to a sick man" (verse 9). 
Romans 1 indicates that rejecting Truth leads to irrational thinking and behavior. 
This becomes obvious when we find the leaders asking, "What right do you have 
to do good?" Come to think of it, some have been accused of ignorance, arrogance 
or being a menace for declaring God's standards revealed in Scripture even in our 
day. 
 Now the Jewish rulers didn't have legal authority in Roman-held territory. 
The best they could do was to threaten Peter and John to keep quiet about Jesus 
(verse 18). 

Peter refused (verses 19, 20). Then Peter who had once denied even 
knowing Jesus, could that same man possibly have had the courage to declare to 
hostile leaders that "there is salvation in no one else" but Jesus of Nazareth? 
 What had happened to that cowardly disciple? He had certainly not been 
educated or trained into confidence (verse 13). He had had a divine injection of 
boldness. Actually, he had become indwelled by the resurrected Christ; he had 
been filled with the Spirit. In fact, all 5,000 of the church were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word with boldness (verse 31). 
 
Think: What do you think would have happened had the early church 
compromised their message for the sake of peace and/or popularity? 
 
Pray: Lord, grant us that we may speak Thy word with all confidence (verse 
29). 



Ventures: Acts 4:32-5:16 
 
     Persecution had a uniting effect on the church; the believers were of one heart 
and soul (4:32). They integrated around the person and will of Christ. A right 
relationship with God spawned a selfless, caring koinonia. That fellowship was not 
the outcome of legislation or planning, but the result of individuals filled with the 
Spirit. We do well to understand the internal dynamic of fellowship before we try 
to regulate externally a bunch of selfish or indifferent people into koinonia. 
     Dr. Luke recorded that such an esprit de corps existed in the church that 
property was not a matter of mine or yours but of ours. Folks voluntarily sold their 
possessions so that the needs of all believers could be met. Barnabas did this and 
probably received commendation for his loving act (4:36, 37). 
     Now the church had experienced great sermons, great response to the gospel 
and great body life. Satan was obviously losing ground because the people even 
showed great courage in the face of outside pressure. So he tried to sabotage the 
fellowship from within. Specifically, he worked through Ananias and Sapphira to 
imitate Barnabas' good example for bad reasons (5:111). The couple tried to 
promote themselves as selfless individuals in spite of the selfish reality. Desiring 
praise from others, they lied to the Holy Spirit. 
     Their quick and fatal punishment served as warning and instruction to the 
church (I Corinthians 10:11). Believers learned that God's grace in granting 
forgiveness through Christ does not indicate a laxness, concerning sin. They also 
learned that purity in the church elicits the esteem of others and often their 
personal commitment to Christ (5:12-16). 
 
Think: Can one be rightly related to Christ without being rightly related to 
others and vice versa? 
 
Pray: Lord, I desire that my relationships with others reflect my relationship 
with You. 



Ventures: Acts 5:17-42 
 
       The church was now on the move. The Sadducees’ disapproval had not 
stopped the apostles' preaching (4:1-31). Ananias' and Sapphira's sins had resulted 
in the purifying and strengthening of the fellowship (5:1-11). The group had gained 
widespread respect, their message was confirmed by miracles and they grew 
numerically to the point that nobody was even counting any more (5:12-16). 
       Such popularity made the Sadducees nervous. They specifically reacted to the 
witness concerning Jesus' resurrection because they rejected the idea of bodily 
resurrection and the continued existence of the soul. Filled with jealousy, they 
jailed the apostles who were then miraculously set free (verses 17, 18). 
       Don't you appreciate God's sense of humor? Really one gets a chuckle 
picturing sentries standing outside securely locked doors guarding nothing! Just 
imagine their chagrin and perplexity at finding the cell empty. 
       Where were the apostles? In the temple talking about Jesus. Rearrested, they 
were charged with disobedience to the order to refrain from teaching (verse 28). 
Again, Peter boldly defended his obligation to obey God rather than men. 
       While their first deliverance was supernatural, the second time the Lord used a 
natural means. Gamaliel, a respected Pharisee of the Council, urged moderation. 
He cited examples of sects which had sprung up and then died because God was 
not in them. He cautioned that in persecuting the apostles they might be fighting 
against God. So the leaders "merely" whipped the apostles (probably 39 lashes - 
Deuteronomy 25:3, 4) who rejoiced in suffering for Christ's sake - and kept right 
on preaching! 
 
Think: Define perseverance. What do the apostles teach you about this 
attribute? 
 
Pray: Lord, I want to persevere in following Your will. 



Ventures: Acts 6:1-7 
 
       Some day the church will be holy, blameless and without any spot or wrinkle 
according to Ephesians 5:27. In the meantime, as long as the church is composed 
of people, there will be problems. To seek for a perfect church is unrealistic. 
       First Church of Jerusalem was no exception. Greek-speaking Jews complained 
that Aramaic-speaking Jews fared better in the distribution of food to the needy. 
Remember that, while the church numbered in the thousands, there were only 12 
apostles and about 120 original disciples. The faster a group grows the greater the 
strain on its leadership and organization. The Twelve, however, came up with a 
solution. 
       First, the apostles clearly stated that those who minister the Word may not 
neglect that task to do other worthwhile service. That principle is as relevant today 
as it was 2,000 years ago. One who is gifted and called to teach or preach Scripture 
must be free to express that gift and calling and should not be distracted from his 
primary obligation by other valuable ministries. 
       Second, the Twelve conclusively showed that all service is a spiritual ministry 
demanding godliness as a requirement. Not just any person could wait on tables in 
the church. The seven selected to serve the widows had to be 1) of good reputation, 
2) filled with the Holy Spirit and 3) full of wisdom. 
       But wouldn't our churches fold if we placed such high requirements on our 
elders, deacons, trustees, nursery helpers and others? Back then, such quality and 
integrity attracted multitudes, including Jewish priests, to the Christian faith. 
 
Think: Do you view all tasks in the church as important? Do the standards for 
officers and positions show this? Does your church allow  
the minister time to fulfill his primary responsibility? 
 
Pray. Lord, guide the leaders of my church. 



Ventures: Acts 6:8-7:60 
 
       One of the seven table-servers was Stephen. He, as well as the rest, had Greek 
names. If  he was a Greek-speaking Jew of the Dispersion who had returned to 
Israel, that would explain why men of a Hellenist synagogue focused on him and 
his teaching. 
       Stephen was so able a spokesman that those dissenting with him could not 
refute his wisdom. As in the case of Jesus, his opponents induced false witnesses to 
attribute blasphemous statements to him and finally dragged him before the 
Council. 
       Stephen's argument in his defense is the longest sermon in Acts. He charged 
his accusers: "You are doing just as your fathers did" (7:51). And what had their 
ancestors done? Persecuted and murdered their prophets and God-anointed leaders 
(7:52). Joseph, for example, had been cruelly treated by his brothers, the patriarchs. 
God, however, was with him and made him their savior in a time of famine (7:9-
15). Moses, chosen by the Lord as Israel's deliverer, was rejected by his people. 
Even after Moses led them safely out of Egypt, they repudiated him (7:20-40). 
       Stephen never had the opportunity to bring the lesson up to date. Before he 
could charge them with killing Christ, they turned on him in fury. Without judge, 
trial, sentence or the legal right, they stoned him to death. Stephen means crown, a 
fitting name for the first Christian to wear the martyr's crown (Revelation 2:10). 
       A man being killed could pray, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them" 
(7:60). Dare any of us condone the least bit of unforgiveness for lesser offenses 
against us? 
 
Think: "Were the happiness of the next world as closely apprehended as the 
felicities of this, it were a martyrdom to live" (Thomas Browne). 
 
Pray: Lord, help me to live with as much peace as had Stephen in death. 
 



Ventures: Acts 8:1-24 
 
         The next five chapters spell out for us how the gospel began to spread from 
Jerusalem to earth's remotest part as Jesus had commanded (Acts 1:8). From the 
Jews, the salvation of Christ reached out to include Samaritans (half-breed Jews), 
proselytes (converts to Judaism), God-fearers (worshippers of the Jews' God who 
had not converted to Judaism) and then pagans (Gentiles without any belief in 
Jehovah). 
         That process and plan was set in motion through persecution. The ravaging of 
the church sent Jewish Christians fleeing from Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria. 
Wherever they went, they preached the Word (verse 4). 

A case in point was Philip, who was most likely the table-server of Acts 6:5 
rather than the apostle since the apostles remained in Jerusalem except for brief 
travels to confirm the Spirit's work (verses 1, 14, 15). Philip led many Samaritans 
to faith in Christ. 
      Simon Magnus (or the Great or the Magician) heard the gospel in Samaria 
and was even baptized (verse 13). Evidently, he believed the facts about a miracle-
working Jesus but did not have a belief in a life-changing Jesus. That makes a 
difference. An intellectual belief alone, whether by men or demons, is not saving 
faith (James 2:19). Simon proved his lack of conversion when he wanted to buy 
spiritual power and thus decide who would gain entry into God's family. Note that 
neither his confession of faith nor his baptism amounted to anything because his 
heart's intention had not been changed (verse 22). True faith is believing in Christ 
as He is, not in Christ as we want Him to be for our convenience. 
 
Think: If a person says he believes in God, should you assume he is therefore 
a Christian? 
 
Pray: Lord, my trust is not in my confession or in my baptism but in You 
alone. 



Ventures: Acts 8:25-40 
 
      God directed Philip to leave his effective ministry in Samaria to go south on 
the desert road that ran between Jerusalem and Gaza (verse 26). Like Abraham, "he 
arose and went," perhaps without even knowing the purpose for the trip. 
      In God's plan, Philip came in contact with the Ethiopian Secretary of the 
Treasury. The official was a non-Jewish God-fearer or proselyte who had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship. (See yesterday's reading for a definition of these terms.) He 
must have also been a conscientious reader of the Word, for he was studying Isaiah 
3 when Philip found him. 
      The evangelist asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" Note, he 
did not say, "Do you believe in Christ as your Savior?" He met the man where he 
was at that moment. His presentation was no canned approach which ignored the 
treasurer's felt needs and confusion. Having listened to the eunuch's questions, he 
could speak the gospel in terms relevant to his searching heart. The Jehovah-
worshipper came to faith in Jesus, was baptized, and returned to Ethiopia a 
Christian witness. 
      Immediately "the Lord snatched Philip away" (verse 39). Now, most 
Christians think following up new converts is vital - and it is. But the Ethiopian 
eunuch points out that we should not hesitate to share our faith with others just 
because we are not able to nurture them spiritually. We can witness as God leads 
and trust to Him the responsibility for the care and feeding of baby Christians. 
 
Think: Consider American Christians' opportunities to witness to the 
hundreds of thousands of international students and visitors who come to the 
United States - we can help evangelize the world without leaving the country! 
 
Pray: Lord, I'm available as Your witness. 



Ventures: Acts 9:1-25 
 
          Today we discover good came out of the apparent tragedy of tortured 
believers. We can only guess how the victorious witness of those he assaulted 
contributed to making the church's number one enemy a follower of the Way. We 
first met Saul witnessing Stephen's murder (7:58). He "was in hearty agreement 
with putting him to death" (8:1). A very devout Jew, Saul was convinced that Jesus 
and His followers deserved capital punishment because the man claimed to be God 
- to him, blasphemy. We have no indication of how many months or years he 
threatened and murdered the disciples of the Lord, but in God's own time he 
became a believer in the living Messiah Jesus. 
      In the account of Saul's conversion we see the beautiful relationship between 
Christ and His church. Jesus confronted Saul by asking, "Why are you persecuting 
Me?" Furthermore, He stated, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting" (verses 4, 5). 
Understand, the Son had returned to His Father, yet He definitely declared that 
Saul's activity against the church was against Him. 
      While on earth our Savior had said it this way: "To the extent you did it to 
one of these brothers of Mine ... you did it to Me" (Matthew 25:40). A Christian 
has, then, the assurance that his Lord suffers or enjoys what he suffers or enjoys; 
and he can leave to Him the matter of punishment and reward. 
      Nobody exemplified this kind of blind trust more than Ananias. Imagine his 
going to the one who had come to kill him and calling him brother and helping him 
(verses 13-18). Though mentioned only this once, Ananias is a great hero of faith. 
 
Think: Encouraged by Saul's conversion, is there a strongly anti-Christian 
person for whose salvation you will pray? 
 
Pray: Lord, I believe that with You all things are possible. 



Ventures: Acts 9:26-43 
 
          Though Ananias and the Christians in Damascus accepted Saul, he was not 
received by the believers in Jerusalem when he visited there. Barnabas stood out as 
the exception; he brought Saul and the congregation together. He trusted Saul's 
commitment to Christ and urged others to do the same. He was instrumental in 
gaining Saul's entry into the fellowship in Jerusalem. 
      Remember it was Barnabas who sold property and gave the proceeds to the 
church (4:36, 37). His name means Son of Encouragement; and every time he is 
mentioned in Scripture, he seemed to be helping somebody. He knew the needs of 
others, felt their pain and tried to do something to aid them. 
      Exhortation or encouragement, according to Romans 12:8, is a spiritual gift. 
Leslie Flynn defines this gift as "the supernatural ability to come along side to 
help, to strengthen the weak, to reassure the wavering, to buttress the buffeted, 
steady the faltering, console the troubled, encourage the halting" (from 19 Gifts of 
the Spirit). Barnabas appears to have possessed this gift. 
The noun form of the word exhort is a title given to the Holy Spirit, that is, Helper 
or Paraclete. When we read Acts 11:24, we find Barnabas described as a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith. He was so full of the Comforter, in fact, that 
that comfort overflowed to others. He was also full of faith, and his firm belief in 
God's ability to meet needs encouraged people. 
      Not every Christian has Barnabas' gift of encouragement, and so not all are 
equally effective in this matter of aiding and comforting. Nevertheless, 11 Timothy 
4:2 commands every believer to encourage others with great patience and 
instruction. 
 
Think: How about joining the Barnabas Club? Every day, try to encourage at 
least one person. 
 
Pray: Lord, help me to encourage myself in the Lord and then to be an 
encouragement to the discouraged. 



Ventures: Acts 10 
 
          Dr. Luke, solid historian that he was, spelled out in some detail how Gentiles 
became a part of the church. A divine revelation and manifestation proved that all 
people were and are eligible to participate in Christ's salvation.   
          Cornelius, an uncircumcised Roman Gentile soldier, lived in the 
Mediterranean coastal town of Caesarea which was the governmental center for 
Judea. More important, he was a devout, charitable, praying God-fearer, though 
not a convert to Judaism. He was a good man, but that was not enough. He needed 
Jesus. 
      Peter, a Galilean Jewish apostle of Christ, had a clear sense of what was holy 
and what was profane. He knew a clean thing could become unclean through mere 
contact; therefore, he, as did all serious Jews, refused to visit Gentiles for fear of 
contamination. 
      One day Peter had a vision in which he was invited to eat food that wasn't 
kosher. He replied, "No, Lord." In this we understand the depth of his convictions 
and conformity to tradition, for it is incongruous to say no and Lord in the same 
breath. But after three repetitions, he got the message: "God is not one to show 
partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is 
welcome to Him" (verses 34, 35). 
      If any doubt lingered about the right of Gentiles to the gospel, the obvious 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the believers in Cornelius' household squelched 
them (verses 44, 45). In spite of these dramatic and miraculous events, it must have 
been traumatic for Peter and his fellow Jews to embrace as brothers those 
commonly referred to as "dogs" (Mark 7:27, 28). 
 
Think: Consider the supernatural guidance and grace Peter needed to 
overcome his natural reluctance and fear of contact with Gentiles. 
 
Pray. Lord, overrule my natural prejudices and sins by Your supernatural 
power. 



Ventures: Acts 11 
 
          News traveled fast. Before Peter had returned to Jerusalem, word of his 
ministry in Cornelius' house got back to the church. Opposing Jewish involvement 
with Gentiles, Peter's fellow Christians criticized him because they simply did not 
understand God's will. 
      Peter carefully recounted his visions, God's specific command and the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit as evidence of the divine commissioning of his 
ministry - an event so crucial that Luke repeated the story. Peter's logical and 
convincing argument quieted the Jewish Christians (verse 18) but did not end the 
controversy as we shall discover in Acts 15. 
      Probably 10 years had elapsed between Stephen's death and the dispersion of 
Hellenistic Jews (Acts 8) and the events at the end of this chapter and the next. We 
have clearly seen that a transition had been taking place. So from this point on, 
Saul (Paul) and Barnabas will become the primary characters; they will take 
precedence over Peter and John. Antioch will be the center of focus more than 
Jerusalem. Christ's followers will be called Christians rather than be regarded as 
merely a sect of Judaism. Gentiles will figure largely in the gospel. Church will 
replace temple and synagogue. 
    I f the days of the early church were exciting and miraculous, they were also a 
time of upheaval, for change is seldom easy or comfortable. We should praise God 
for the spirit of courage, adventure and openness which the apostles possessed in 
obedience to the Lord. A we've-never-done-it-that-way-before attitude would 
surely have hindered the growth of the church. 
 
Think: How flexible are you in permitting the Holy Spirit to do a new thing in 
your life, church and/or mission? 
 
Pray: Lord, grant me the boldness, enthusiasm and flexibility to follow You in 
fresh, new directions. 



Ventures: Acts 12 
 
          Prior to this time, persecuting Christians was a religious activity of zealous 
Jews. At this point, persecution became political when King Herod Agrippa I 
killed James, the brother of John (not to be confused with Jesus' brother mentioned 
in verse 17). The ruler discovered the murder pleased the Jews whose favor he 
curried; therefore, he imprisoned Peter. 
      Peter's release contains more than a little humor. Picture Peter sound asleep 
while chained to two guards. What kind of a person can snooze the night before his 
scheduled execution? One with perfect trust in his Savior. Anyway, an angel 
entered the jail and had to slap Peter to waken him. Meanwhile, the guards slept on 
in spite of the light and Peter's noise in standing up and dressing. The rescue was a 
perfect success. 
      Realizing, finally, that he wasn't dreaming, the apostle headed for the house 
of Mary and John Mark where many were praying, presumably for his release. 
When the maid Rhoda answered his knock, she excitedly left the fugitive standing 
outside while she ran to announce his arrival. 
      Note the intercessors' response to Rhoda: "You're crazy. You've seen his 
ghost." Remember now, these folks were praying for Peter, but they evidently 
didn't expect an answer. Perhaps they were not unbelieving. Maybe their 
preconceived idea of how God would work on Peter's behalf just didn't fit the 
actual scenario. And all the while they debated the subject, Peter kept on knocking! 
We can only guess what he was feeling. 
      In any case, Peter was free and the Word flourished (verses 17, 24). The 
persecutor, however, died, being struck down by God (verses 20-23). 
 
Think: Are you ever surprised when God answers your prayers? If so, why? 
 
Pray. Lord, I adore You for being intimately involved with real people like 
Peter, Rhoda and me. 



Ventures: Acts 13 
 
            Paul and Barnabas took the Christian message beyond Judea and Samaria 
into Asia Minor during what has commonly been called the first missionary 
journey. Thus Christianity became a universal faith rather than simply a Palestinian 
religion. 
      Hellenistic Jews, driven from Jerusalem by persecution, and Gentiles 
composed the church in Antioch (11:19-21). The group was blessed with five 
leaders possessing teaching and prophetic gifts: Saul, Barnabas, and Simeon whose 
nickname was Niger or Black, Lucius of Cyrene and Manaen who may have been a 
relative of Herod Antipas who shared in Jesus' trial. 
      Once when Antioch believers were worshipping and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
commanded them to set apart two of their body for missionary service (verse 2). 
We note that the whole idea of taking the good news to other nations and cultures 
was (is) God's idea. To have refused to do so would have been disobedient. We 
also realize that the Holy Spirit spoke when His people were concentrating on 
Him. The believers heard the Lord because their hearts and minds were open and 
attuned to Him. 
      We see, too, that God chose the cream of the crop. Saul and Barnabas were 
leaders; they weren't misfits who went into missionary service because they 
couldn't make it in their own society. Missionary enterprise deserves, and in this 
case got, the best. 
      Satan opposed the evangelization of Asia Minor in the person of a false 
prophet (verses 6-8). But greater was the power of God in Saul, now called Paul, 
than the evil in Elymas. 
 
Think: How important is the missionary endeavor today? Emil Brunner said, 
"A church exists by mission as fire exists by burning." 
 
Pray. Lord, set apart and send out laborers into Your harvest (Luke 10:2). 



Ventures: Acts 14 
 
          Peter's arguments that God meant to include Gentiles in the church by no 
means settled the issue (11:1-18). The Jews resented pagans "defiling" them and 
their synagogues (13:42-44). So, in the last chapter we saw that Jewish persecution 
drove the missionaries out of Pisidian Antioch (13:50). 
      But Antioch's loss was Iconium's gain, for Paul and Barnabas went there 
with the gospel. Paul's method was to teach the Jews first and then the Greeks 
(Gentiles) (verse 1). Maybe he did this hoping to mobilize believing Jews to reach 
out to their pagan neighbors or perhaps because of his great affection for his 
brothers. But unbelieving Jews of Iconium finally drove the missionaries out and 
on to Lystra and Derbe. 
      In Lystra, a lame man was healed, an event which caused the people to 
attempt to worship Paul and Barnabas as Zeus and Hermes (verses 12, 13). The 
two men squelched the planned sacrifice to themselves; and in a turnabout 
reminiscent of Palm Sunday and Good Friday, the mob stoned Paul and left him 
for dead (verse 19). 
      In this account we realize how long-standing has been the tendency to 
idolize God's messengers, to put His ministers on pedestals. Unfortunately, some 
of God's servants do not handle this adulation well and problems result. We also 
see that evil has missionary zeal when we find Jews traveling 100 miles from 
Antioch to Lystra to stir up trouble. 
      At that point Paul and Barnabas went to Derbe and then revisited the 
churches, appointing elders and commending them to the Lord (verse 23). Finally, 
they returned to report to their home church on their one to two year mission. 
 
Think: Considering Paul's troubles and the difficulties of spreading the gospel 
today, write to a missionary to encourage him/her. 
 
Pray: Lord, grant me a burden for praying and giving to missions. 



Ventures: Acts 15:1-35 
 
          As more Gentiles joined the church, some Jewish believers increasingly 
insisted that pagans had to be circumcised before they could be saved, that Gentiles 
had to become Jews before they could become Christians (verse 1).           In 
essence, those Judaizers denied the reality of the conversions resulting from the 
first missionary journey. Not all Jewish Christians were so extreme. Galatians 2 
tells us some thought Gentile believers were saved but treated them like second-
class citizens in God's kingdom. 
      This issue was and is fundamental. Either salvation is by grace through faith, 
or it is by works. Either life comes from Jesus alone or from Jesus plus law. It 
cannot be both/and. If by Jesus only, then every person is equal before Him; and 
any who trusts Him is a first-class Christian. 
      The Jerusalem Council upheld liberty and rejected legalism. "We are saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus" (verse 11). Period. However, to encourage 
fellowship between Jewish and Gentile Christians, the leaders asked the 
uncircumcised to refrain from practices especially repugnant to those who obeyed 
the Mosaic law. This was in the spirit of not causing brothers to stumble (I 
Corinthians 8-10). 
      Legalism (viewing law or works as necessary to salvation), unhappily, 
continues to plague the church in our day. Some seem to imply that blacks and 
Catholics have to become white Protestants before they are "true" Christians. Or 
that Jesus plus tongues-speaking or short hair or no smoking makes for a higher 
kind of believer. Thus we divide the body and denigrate the grace of God. 
 
Think: Do you hesitate to associate with believers who look, act or think 
differently than you do? Do you question their salvation or feel superior? 
 
Pray. Lord, help me live the fact that eternal life is believing Jesus - nothing 
more, nothing less, nothing else. 



Ventures: Acts 15:36-16:40 
 
          Paul could set off on his second journey knowing that the leaders of the 
church were behind him; they would not sabotage his work. But on that mission, 
he parted company with Barnabas over John Mark (15:36-41). Barnabas wanted to 
take the young man; Paul refused to. Who was right? 
      Maybe both. We know Barnabas' confidence in Mark paid off. He became a 
companion to Peter (I Peter 5:12), an encourager during Paul's imprisonment 
(Colossians 4:10) and the writer of the second Gospel. We also understand that 
Paul and Silas were an effective evangelistic team. So, the outcome of the split 
between the two was productive. Perhaps we would do well to learn how to 
lovingly agree to disagree and then look for a providential hand in the matter. 
      Paul, joined by Silas, revisited some of the previously established churches. 
At one point, he met up with Timothy and included him in his entourage (16:1-3). 
His circumcising Timothy has been questioned in light of 15:1-35 and of his 
refusal to circumcise Titus (Galatians 2:3). Apparently Paul decided Timothy, as 
half-Jewish, should identify with his Jewish ness. He must have believed it would 
in some way widen or strengthen the youth's influence. (See I Corinthians 9:19-
23.) 
      Led by the Lord westward, Paul proceeded into Europe. In Philippi of her 
masters lost their source of money. By means of an earthquake, the praying and 
singing (!) missionaries were released. To the Philippian jailer, Paul presented the 
gospel in a nutshell: "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved" 
(16:31). 

 
Think: How do you feel about Paul's and Barnabas' separating? Does unity 
require all Christians to think alike? Can differences of opinion ever be 
good? 
 
Pray: Lord, help me be loving with and lovable to those with whom I 
disagree. 



Ventures: Acts 17 
 
          Thessalonica, a city of 200,000 people, was the capital of Macedonia, 
strategically located at the center of many roads and on the Aegean Sea. Perhaps 
because of that commercial hub's potential for spreading Christianity, Satan 
worked overtime to persecute the church during Paul's time there and long 
afterward. 
        Paul's preaching "upset the world" according to his critics (verse 6). Yet, at 
that time only a small fraction of the population were Christ's followers. How can 
we explain that great impact by so few when a large percentage of us Americans 
profess to be born again without significantly changing our society? 
      Berea. Bereans were open-minded folk. They eagerly investigated the claims 
of Christ and many believed in Him (verses 11, 12). Once again we discover the 
zeal of those who, traveling 40 miles from Thessalonica, desired to squelch the 
gospel (verse 13). 
      Athens. The very name suggests art, science, culture and democracy. 
Though a beautiful place full of magnificent architecture and sculpture, the 
evangelist's reaction was irritation provoked by large-scale idolatry (verse 16). 
Constructively, he began to preach Jesus in the synagogue and marketplace. 
      Paul didn't blast Athenian idolatry or spout Old Testament threats at those 
non-Jews. He won a hearing by crediting them with being very religious (verse 
22). Then he proceeded to talk of the infinite Creator who could not be reduced to 
idols or confined to buildings and urged them to repent or face judgment. 
 
Think: Notice that even Paul didn't win everyone to the Lord (verses 32-34). 
Success in witnessing is proclaiming Christ in the Holy Spirit's power and 
leaving the results to God. 
 
Pray: Lord, help me have a correct perspective on others' responses to my 
witness. 



Ventures: Acts 18:1-21 
 
          From Athens, Paul traveled to Corinth, the Sin City of the first century. "A 
city of wealth, luxury and immorality, it had no rivals as a city of vice. `To live 
like a Corinthian' meant to live a life of profligacy and debauchery" (Zondervan's 
Pictorial Bible Dictionary). 
      To such wickedness add the fact that Paul came to Corinth having been 
rejected, persecuted and/or chased from every European city on his itinerary. No 
wonder, then, he later wrote to the Corinthian believers, "I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling" (I Corinthians 2:3). But the God who 
does not allow His children to be tempted beyond their ability to bear (I 
Corinthians 10:13) gave the evangelist a vision in which He promised Paul 
freedom from harm and a large number of converts (verses 9, 10). 
      The Lord's means of protecting Paul was through the Roman proconsul 
Gallio, a brother of the philosopher Seneca. Gallio refused to hear the Jews' 
accusations against Paul and threw their case out of court as a religious dispute 
between rival Jewish sects. As a result, Paul labored a year and a half (and perhaps 
"many days longer" - verse 18) winning to Christ many Gentiles and prominent 
Jews (Titius, Crispus, Sosthenes - I Corinthians 1:1 - and perhaps Priscilla and 
Aquila). 
      Sometimes when faced with great evil, we Christians tend to fear and to 
despair over the effectiveness of the gospel. When we consider our urban areas 
with their high crime, we wonder whether the church can effectively impact them. 
The God who built His body in wicked Corinth encourages us to trust His power 
today. 
 
Think: Put our cities and Christian ministries to them on your prayer list. 
And trust the Lord for a bountiful harvest of believers. 
 
Pray: Lord, I pray for Your blessing on urban Christian ministries. 
 



Ventures: Acts 18:22-19:41 
 
          In two sentences, historian Luke related the end of the second missionary 
journey and the beginning of the third (18:22, 23). After a furlough at home base in 
Antioch, Paul revisited churches he had founded in Galatia and Phrygia. 
      Meanwhile, in Ephesus, a man named Apollos was preaching repentance as 
had John the Baptist; and many had accepted his message. Since he didn't have a 
complete picture of the gospel, a couple of laypersons took the golden-tongued 
minister aside to correct his theology. Instruction between clergy and laity can pass 
both ways. After this, Apollos left for Achaia where he watered seed planted by 
Paul (19:1, 1 Corinthians 3:6). 
      When Paul later arrived at Ephesus, he entered the center of Artemis 
worship for all Asia. Witchcraft and the occult proliferated. For three years Paul 
expounded the gospel in that significant area accompanied by miraculous proof of 
God's superior power over evil and rampant magic (19:11-17). 
      Apparently Paul's message was positive rather than negative; he exalted 
Christ rather than denounced idols. The town clerk could say, "These men ... are 
not blasphemers of our goddess" (19:37). Perhaps the church might well imitate 
Paul in speaking out for Christ instead of against other persons and things. 
Columnists, palm readers and smut peddlers losing business following an 
evangelistic crusade. Hurting people in their wallets caused an uproar in Ephesus 
(19:23-34). Even today, benign tolerance of Christianity can evaporate quickly 
when it threatens the profits of immoral enterprises. 
 
Think: "The moral problem of our age is concerned with the love of money, 
with the habitual appeal to the money motive in nine-tenths of the activities of 
life" (J. M. Keynes). 
 
Pray: Lord, free me from the love of money (1 Timothy 6:10). 



Ventures: Acts 20 
 
          Leaving Ephesus after the riots, Paul revisited Macedonia and Achaia or 
Greece as it is commonly known. From the latter, he wrote a letter to Rome in 
which he explained, "I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. For Macedonia 
and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints 
in Jerusalem" (Romans 15:25, 26). 
      In Old Testament times, the people of God were often reminded of their 
responsibility to meet the needs of the poor, the orphan and the widow. In the New 
Testament, that principle operated in the church so that "there was not a needy 
person among them" (Acts 4:34). Paul and other Christians didn't condone the 
gross economic inequality of one saint's starving while another had food to spare. 
      A famine in Judea was causing great hardship on believers there. So in his 
travels and writings, Paul urged churches to take up a collection for them. Such 
charity promoted unity among Christian Jews and Gentiles and between the mother 
church and those she had spawned in Asia and Europe. 
      On his way back to Jerusalem with the offerings, Paul stopped by to 
encourage believers along the route. Instead of returning to Ephesus, he asked the 
Ephesian leaders to come to him in Miletus. To them, he defended his ministry 
(detractors probably were maligning him), instructed and warned them, and 
revealed his premonitions concerning bonds and afflictions waiting for him. 
      Paul's concern for Ephesian Christians was the danger of apostasy, of their 
falling away from the truth (verses 28-30). Years later, the apostle John revealed 
that they indeed did leave their first love and called on them to repent (Revelation 
2:1-7). 
 
Think: After the good strong foundation Paul laid in Ephesus, what would 
cause that church to deteriorate in the matter of a few decades? 
 
Pray: Lord, I want my faith and love to keep growing. 



Ventures: Acts 21 
 
          On the last leg of his missionary journey, the travelers looked up the 
believers in Tyre. After a week there, they had so entwined themselves in the 
affection of Christ's followers that all the men, women and children escorted Paul 
and company down to the beach (verse 5). This gives us a good clue concerning 
the loving personality of a man who could engender so much emotion in just seven 
days. 
      In Caesarea, we again meet up with Philip, one of the seven table-servers 
and the witness to the Ethiopian eunuch. We discover he was a family man - 
apparently a good one. What Christian father would not delight in rearing four 
chaste daughters recognized for their ability to proclaim the Word? Because of the 
idolatry and immorality of that day, that probably wasn't an easy accomplishment 
for Philip. 
      As he traveled, Paul kept meeting with Christians and with dire predictions 
concerning his future. In Jerusalem, Paul faced the predicted hostility. He was 
accused of forbidding Jews to observe their traditions (verse 21). Of course that 
was false as he had proved by circumcising Timothy. While Paul refused to insist 
that Gentiles become Jews in order to be Christians, so also he did not expect Jews 
to become Gentiles or give up their culture in order to be Christians. 
      In any event, Paul's presence in Jerusalem caused a violent confrontation and 
his imprisonment. Was this proof that Paul was wrong to ignore the advice to stay 
out of Jerusalem or to take part in the Jewish vow ceremony? We can't be sure 
either way. Though not infallible, Paul had a commendable track record of obeying 
God's will; therefore, we might do well to refrain from judging him. 
 
Think: Is opposition and trouble reason for concluding a person is out of 
God's will? 
 
Pray: Lord, help me obey You regardless of the cost to me. 



Ventures: Acts 22 
 
          The arrival of Roman soldiers was the Lord's means of saving Paul from 
probably death. Obviously, God's work through Paul had not been finished; so a 
mob could not kill him. 
      In the same circumstances, we might have wanted nothing more than to get 
away to safety. Paul, being the evangelist he was, saw the large crowd as a 
marvelous opportunity to witness of Christ. Consequently, he asked permission of 
the commander to address his people (21:39). 
      Paul's message was tactful without being compromising. He appealed to the 
people as one of them. "I am a Jew ... brought up in this city, educated under 
Gamaliel, strictly according to the law . . . being zealous for God, just as you are" 
(verse 3). Though stressing his own Jewishness, Paul could not deny that the Lord 
had sent him to the Gentiles - even over his protest (verses 17-21). That his people 
simply would not accept (verse 22). One of the strong points Paul made in his 
defense was the radical change in his life. What caused a Christian-hater to make 
an about-face? An encounter with the living Messiah Himself. 
      Changed lives are still the most effective witness to the power and grace of 
God. Oh, we Christians may not have experienced the drama of Paul's conversion, 
but Christ in our lives should make a difference. Along this line, A. W. Tozer 
wrote, "We need saints whose lives proclaim their sainthood, and who need not run 
to the concordance for authentication." 
      Logically, the mob should have carefully considered how Paul could be so 
transformed. In reality, they were more concerned with maintaining the status quo 
than in being intellectually honest. 
 
Think: If you were called to defend your Christianity, what changes in your 
life would you cite as evidence of God's power and grace? 
 
Pray. Lord, I want my life to reveal that You are making me a new person. 



Ventures: Acts 23 
 
          Paul's appeal to his Roman citizenship had rescued him from a beating and 
possibly death (22:24-29). It also saved the officials from being punished for 
disobeying Roman laws concerning scourging or even binding an unconvicted 
citizen. Wanting, needing, to release Paul if he was not guilty, the commander 
brought him, the Council and priests together to try to resolve the issue. It was not 
a trial, but a hearing to determine the charges. 
      "There was obviously no hope of getting any kind of favorable hearing from 
the Sanhedrin. But possible he could divide the Sanhedrin, so that Claudius Lysias 
would have no unanimous charge to send to the governor. Paul, therefore, made a 
statement that was designed to set the Sadducees against the Pharisees" wrote 
William S. LaSor in Church Alive. Paul succeeded, for just mentioning the 
resurrection was enough to put the two groups at odds (verses 6-10). Thus, Paul 
went to Governor Felix "under no accusation deserving death or imprisonment" 
(verse 29). 
      We might think Paul survived because of his cleverness in manipulating the 
Council and the local officials or because of luck in that his nephew just happened 
to discover the plot against his life. The fact is God was in control; He had a plan. 
      "As you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must 
witness at Rome also" said the Lord to Paul in a vision (verse 11). How that must 
have encouraged the prisoner! From that point on, he knew he was immortal until 
he had preached Christ in Rome. 
      Good news! God has a plan for each person. He has written down all the 
days ordained for us (Psalm 139). Understanding that our future is no surprise to 
Him should encourage us who cannot know what tomorrow holds. 
 
Think: You are immortal until your work is done. 
 
Pray: Lord, I trust Your plan for my life and am at peace. 



Ventures: Acts 24 
 
          Once upon a time, as all good stories begin, Satan held a conference with his 
cohorts to discuss ways of defeating the spread of faith in God. One demon 
suggested that they make sin appear so attractive and fun that people would be glad 
to sin. The devil rejected the idea saying that too many knew sin causes misery and 
pain. 
      Another imp offered, "Let's tell folks that the Christian life is hard and full 
of self-denial and disagreeable." Satan didn't like that idea either; for people who 
experience peace, joy, love and comfort in Jesus will prove that reasoning false. 
      Finally a demon said, "Let's spread the truth of Christ and salvation but then 
whisper, `Time enough!' " 
      Procrastination is an all-too-human fault. It may be harmless enough in some 
areas; but it can also result in poverty, dissension in relationships and eternal 
punishment. "One of these days" too often turns out to be none of these days. 
      Felix was a champion postponer. He never found time to deal either with 
Paul or with Paul's claims concerning Christ. He kept putting off a decision. Why? 
He wanted to keep the Jews happy (verse 27). Maybe he also was afraid to harm 
God's man (verse 25). Perhaps the "righteousness and self-control" Paul talked 
about didn't accommodate his lifestyle. For sure, he hoped for a bribe; an acquittal 
should be worth something (verse 26). 
      For two years Paul was neither in a prison nor free because Felix refused to 
make up his mind. Though he passed the case on to his successor, he could not 
transfer God's judgment for his fearful procrastination to another. 
 
Think: Consider areas in your life in which procrastination may be harmful 
or sinful. 
 
Pray. Lord, help me make time to do what is right and good. 



Ventures: Acts 25 
 
          Festus hadn't been in office a week when the Jews began to agitate him to 
send Paul back to Jerusalem so they could kill him en route. Though two years had 
passed, Jewish hatred was as strong as ever. Fact: Ignoring problems doesn't make 
them go away . 
      The church would be well served were Christians to understand that 
principle. We should not expect time to rectify issues that people should resolve. 
Too many live with problems that could be solved. Pretending all's fine when it's 
not is hypocrisy. Hoping someone else will handle our affairs is irresponsible. 
Refusing to confront situations can be downright unspiritual. 
      Festus wanted to keep the Jews' favor (verse 9), therefore, he would not 
release Paul even though he found him not guilty. He desired to use Paul to his 
political advantage. Fact: Placating the majority often results in injustice to the 
minority. 
      Our democratic concept that the majority rules does not mean the majority is 
always right or that it may regulate life with no thought for the welfare of the 
minority. We dare not act like superiority in numbers, wealth or power grants the 
right to do wrong to those who are fewer and/or have less. Scripture always exalts 
goodness and fairness even to the "least of these My brethren." 
      Paul had had enough of procrastination and injustice; he appealed to the 
emperor (verse 11). As a Roman citizen, it was his right to have Caesar hear his 
case. But that still didn't get Festus off the hook entirely; he had to come up with a 
charge in the case or look absurd (verse 27). 
 
Think: From our country's past or present, what examples are there of 
injustice to a few in order to placate or convenience the many? 
 
Pray: Lord, help me stand for truth and fairness no matter what the cost to 
me. 



Ventures: Acts 26 
 
          Herod Agrippa II and Bernice. What do we know about them? King Herod's 
father was Agrippa I who died a gruesome death after he had killed James and 
jailed Peter (Acts 12). Bernice was the sister of Agrippa II. The historian Josephus 
wrote that she had married twice, one husband being an uncle, prior to her 
incestuous relationship with her brother. Later, she wed a king of Sicily and 
became mistress to two emperors, Vespasian and Titus. 
      How those two and Festus needed their sins forgiven. And what a beautiful 
opportunity they had to find Christ with Paul as their evangelist and teacher. 
Festus, however, concluded that the apostle's dynamic testimony was the raving of 
a madman. Agrippa made light of Paul's witness as an attempt at a quickie 
conversion. Bernice remained "religious," (she later took a Nazarite vow) but also 
immoral. Perhaps the three came close to faith that day, but almost a Christian is 
not a Christian. One either is or is not in the family of God. 
      Shakespeare penned, "Ill blows the wind that profits nobody." Paul's 
imprisonment seemed to be an ill wind to the cause of Christ; yet think of the 
platform he had for gospel witness during that time. He had spoken clearly of Jesus 
to the temple rioters, to the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council), to Felix, to Festus and to 
Agrippa and Bernice. We can only guess how many more there were in the royal 
entourage who heard him. God, who is not willing that any should perish, used 
Paul to inform officials in the highest levels of government of His plan of 
salvation. 
 
Think: Perhaps Paul's bondage was, in essence, a fourth missionary journey - 
a campaign concentrating of V.I.P.'s! 
 
Pray: Lord, teach me how trouble can increase my opportunities for witness. 



Ventures: Acts 27 
 
           Before Paul had completed his third evangelistic tour, he wrote to Rome, "I 
have had for many years a longing to come to you whenever I go to Spain - for I 
hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you" (Romans 
15:23, 24). His dream started to come true in today's reading. 
           The head guard of the prisoners was a centurion named Julius; the ship to 
Rome also had a captain and a pilot (verses 1, 11). It becomes apparent, however, 
that the prisoner Paul was the actual leader on board. A giant of a human, Paul was 
recognized for his influence, intelligence and wisdom even outside the circle of the 
church. 
      As an experienced sailor and survivor of three shipwrecks (II Corinthians 
11:25), Paul freely gave advice to the authorities. Since it was October, sailing was 
considered dangerous; in fact, shipping lanes would close in early November. So, 
Paul warned against sailing from Fair Havens (verses 8-10). His advice was 
ignored. 
      Overtaken by a terrible storm with heavy seas, high gales and no sun or stars 
to steer by, the crew and passengers were in serious danger (verses 14-20). At that 
point, Paul emerged as the stable, controlling leader. What might seem an I-told-
you-so attitude was really a caution that they not disregard God's messenger again 
(verse 21). 
      Paul kept the spirit of hope alive in the 276 passengers (verse 37). He 
thwarted a plot by the sailors to abandon the ship which needed them (verses 30-
32). He got everybody to take nourishment when they had lost their appetites 
(verses 33-36). Miraculously, "they all were brought safely to land," thanks to Paul 
and his God. 
 
Think: Have you learned to trust the advice of those who are knowledgeable 
and wise in the things of God? 
 
Pray. Lord, I desire Your word to richly dwell in me with all wisdom 
(Colossians 3:16). 



Ventures: Acts 28 
 
          Soaking wet and without anything but the clothes on their backs, 276 people 
arrived on Malta. There they received "extraordinary kindness" (verse 2). Two of 
the many miracles which occurred were Paul's surviving a poisonous bite and the 
healing of Publius' father (verses 4-8). 
      Finally, about six months after the voyage had begun; Paul and company 
arrived in Rome. A citizen who was innocent until proven guilty, the evangelist 
wasn't imprisoned but rented a house where he lived under guard. Apparently 
knowing they would lose, Jerusalem's leaders had not sent officials to press 
charges in Caesar's court (verse 21). The case, therefore, might have been let go by 
default. Many scholars think Paul was released, traveled again (maybe even to 
Spain) and was later rearrested and killed. 
      We do know Paul didn't waste his two years in Rome. We get the picture of 
a constant stream of folks coming to him to hear the gospel (verse 30). We also 
believe Paul profitably used his time in Rome to write Philippians, Colossians, 
Ephesians and Philemon. 
      Why did Dr. Luke end his account where he did? Why didn't he take us to 
the end of Paul's life if he outlived him? We can't say for sure, but we may 
speculate. Luke had not set out to write Paul's biography but an account of the acts 
of the risen Christ following His ascension. The Lord, not Paul, is really the subject 
of Acts. And in a sense, the book could and can not yet be completed. You see, 
those indwelled by the Holy Spirit continue to this day to add chapters to the 
record of the living Lord working in and through His church. 
 
Think: Is your life a witness to the fact that Christ is alive and living in you? 
 
Pray: Lord, I'm glad You are alive, active and powerful today as You were in 
the time of Peter and Paul. 


