
April 21, read Mark 8:1-9:1

The Pharisees asked for a sign. Incredible! As students of the Pentateuch, 
they should have easily connected the God of manna with the Jesus who twice 
gave bread to a multitude. In any case, Jesus was not about to burden with facts 
those whose minds were closed to them. He performed His miracles for those who 
needed His compassionate touch, not for those who demanded a magic show.

No wonder Jesus sighed deeply in His spirit. He had not only stubborn 
religious leaders but obtuse disciples to deal with. Why did the apostles think the 
Master would scold them for not having enough bread? How could they even 
conceive that the Giver of bread needed them to pack Him a bag lunch? Did they 
really believe He would feed them on previous occasions only to starve them 
later?

After His many rebuking questions, perhaps the healing of the blind man 
was Christ's way of encouraging His followers. Performing the only miracle 
wrought in stages, Jesus possibly was showing His disciples that spiritual sight also 
is progressive. The One who had begun to open their eyes would continue to 
enlarge their vision. The day would come when they would see clearly.

Unfortunately, we seem to learn slowly, with comprehension coming 
gradually. We also seem to have to learn the same lessons again and again. We 
may find this frustrating; perhaps God is grieved by it. But our happy confidence 
is this: our Savior hasn't brought us this far to give up on us now. So, expect Him 
to touch you a second time and a third and a fourth and a fifth....

Think: How does God bring sight to you? Consider the role of Scripture and 
the Holy Spirit in this matter.

Pray: Lord, help me to see all You have done and are doing in my life.


